Vol.V.  APRIL,  1878.  ^  No.  4. 


THE 


Published.  Monthly  by 


pEV.  p.  ^$T/DT,  pDITOF(  AJND  pROPRIETOR, 

"S'  O  K1 ,  3P  3EH  UST"  1ST  ’  .A.  . 


SUBSCRIPTION!  = 

PRICE  56  CENTS  PER  YEAR,  POSTAGE  PAIR. 


AGENCIES:  —  The  following  'persons  are  authorized  to  act  as  Agents  for  the 
Teachers"  Journal  and  International  Comments  : 

U.  D.  Ward,  150  Nassau  Street,  and  Sunday  School  Reading  Rooms,  4th  Ave.  and  23d 
Street,  New  York  ;  T.  B.  Ventres,  62  Court  Street,  Brooklyn  ;  Prof.  B.  F.  Prince, 
Springfield,  Ohio  ;  Dr.  Geo.  Ross,  Lebanon,  Pa.;  W.  A.  Wisong,  Balti¬ 
more,  Md.;  W.  L.  Hays,  Hagerstown,  Mn.;  R.  C.  Gilchrist,  Charles¬ 
ton,  S.  C.;  A.  J.  Dodamead,  Columbia,  S.  C.;  E.  S.  German,  Har¬ 
risburg,  Pa.;  W.  G.  Holmes,  77  Madison  St.,  Chicago,  Ills. 

Garrigues  Bros.,  608  Arch  Street,  Philadelphia,  Penn’ a. 


Herman  fy  Miller ,  Printers ,  York,  Penn'a. 


A 


GENTS  WANTED  FOB 


MOODY’S  YEW  SERMOYS. 


Addresses  and  prayers,  containing  his  latest  and 
best,  and  is  the  only  full  and  complete  edition.  Has 
over  700  large  octavo  pages,  illustrated.  Price  $2.50. 
Outsells  all  others.  Address  H.  S.  Gooi>si»eel>  &.  Co, 
New  York,  or  Cincinnati,  Ohio. 


on  50  first-class  Cards— 25  white, 
and  25  no  two  alike — for  15  cents. 
10  packs,  ten  names,  $1.00  post¬ 
paid.  Children  now  is  your  time.  W.  C.  CANNON, 
Boston,  Mass. 


YEW  AYD  BEAUTIFUL, 

REWARD  CARDS  for  SUNDAY  AND  DAY 
SCHOOLS.  Prices  to  suit  the  times.  Over500  kinds 
and  designs, comprising  Motto  Cards.  Reward  Cards, 
Scripture  Text  Cards,  Sentiment  Cards,  Bible  Verse 
Cards,  Good  Device  Cards,  and  Hymnal  Cards, 
Teachers'  price-list  EDUCATIONAL!  "ARDS  SENT 
FR  EE  to  any  address.  J.  H.  BUFFO  KITS  SONS, 
Publishers  of  Novelties  in  Fine  Arts,  141  toll!  Frank¬ 
lin  St.,  Bosson,  Mass. 


OTA  MM  CD  C  DO  and  all  interested,  send  lor 
O  I  A IV!  IVlL.nt.no  circulars.  Am.  Vocal  Inst., 
103  Waverly  Place,  New  York. 


bOARLET. Cruas  in,  Violet,  Yollow,  tuple,  marcon, 

§??)£?■  Leamon’s  Dyes'^fe^i 
BLACK,  War* 

_ _  ______  ramed  the  best  ami  cheapest  Dyes  for  all  f  mnly  and 

£  -j-  n,  p,  |\J  fa/Qcv  dyeing.  Almost  anv  artkile  of  clothing  after 
having  been  use* l  urrtil  faded  nr cffrigy  can  lx-  myde 
]JJj  Jlj.  as  as  >>y  bemg- colored  with  Leatnon’s  Dyes 

IL  ____  *  The  expense  is  triflmg.  W>  especially  recommend  thr 

J. V  Pi  1  ) .  Black  as  much  better  thru*  Eng-wood.  S»id  b>v  druggists,  or 
jtnv  color  sent  by  Mail  for ‘2i>  cts.  Five  for 

?T.00.  Send  for  R<>ok  and  beautiful  Samples'.  Free. 

WFLLS.  RICHARDSON  <fe  CO..  Proprietors.  BurFineton,  V  . 


H;  Agents  Wanted  to  subscribe  for  the 

53  UvU  Agents’ Journal,  a  handsomely  bound 
24  page  Journal,  brim  full  of  interest  to  Agents. 
Specimen  Copy  sent  free.  Agents’  Journal,.  N.  Y. 


A  REVOLUTION  IN  CORSETS! 


- :  -Cr.  z - 

A  few  facts  guaranteed  to  every  purchaser  of 

COOLEY’S 

CORK  CORSET  ! 


WARNER  BROS*  CORSETS 


Are  justly  celebrated  for  tbeic  superior  style 
and  workmanship.  Toeir 

HEALTH  CORSET, 

With  Skirt  Strppfrters  and  self-adjuotins- 
pad8,basa  world-wide  reputation.  Price  SI. 50. 
Their  N  U  rsing  Corset  is  the  delight  of 
every  mother.  1‘rica,  $l.*5t  Their  Dtw 

Flexible  Hip  Corset, 

(120  bone?},  is  warranted  not  ktoc  break, 
down  over  the  liing  Price,  $1  .‘.'5. 

For  sa'e  by  Lading  rie'chanls-  Sample* 
sent  byrnaiTt  n  receipt  cf  price, 

Warner  Eros,  851  Eroadway,  N.  Y. 


Cas£s  Bible  Allas 

Quarto  Size.  Accurate,  and  up  to  the  times.  1  6  Full  Pape 
Maps,  with,  Explanatory  Notes,  and  Index.  Designed  to  aid 
Sunday  School  Teaeheraand  Scholars.  Every  F  amily  needs 
it.  Pnce  £1.00.  Sent  by  mail  on  receipt  o£  price. 

AGENTS  WANTED  in  every  Township.  Liberal 
Terms  aiven.  Address  O.  D.  Case  &  Co.,  Hartford,  Conn. 


THE  WAR 


is  over,  but  tbe  slaughtei 
of  high  prices  continues 
-  _  _  _  _  w  mm—*.  By  wonderful  improve 

ments,  ingenious  inventions,  and  perfected  systems 
we  can  now  produce  —  (Tinr 

Magnificent  $760  rlcWOS  for  vDIC/ (J 

Beautiful  $250  Organs  for  $75 

Sent  free  for  examination.  Guaranteed  Six  Years 


Marchal  &  Smith  Piano  &  Organ  Co., 

47  UNIVERSITY"  PLACE,  N  Y. 


It  is  absolutely  impossible  to  break  down  this 
Corset. 

It  will  LAUNBDKY  BEAUTIFULLY- 
It  is  FIRM,  FLEXIBLE,  UNBREAKABLE. 

It  is  LIGHT,  COOL,  POROUS,  and  warranted 
to  give  perfect  satisfaction. 

No  bones  to  break  or  annoy. 

It  is  the  perfection  of  Comlort.and  universally  re¬ 
commended  by  the  best  Physicians. 


N.  B. — t>o  not  fail  to  ask  for  the  Serpentine  Wire 
Corset  Clasp. 


Given  Away.— A  superb  pair  of  6x8-  Chro- 
mos,  worthy  to  frame  and  adorn  any  home,  and  a 
Three  Months’  subscription  to  Leisure  Houi  8.  a 
charming  16  pp.  literary  paper, lull  »I  the  choicest 
Stories.  Poetry,  etc.,  sent  Free  to  all  sending  Fifteen 
Cents  (stamps  taken)  to  pay  postage.  Tne  publish¬ 
ers,  J.  L.  Patten  is.  Co.,  162  William  St.,  N.  Y..  guar¬ 
antee  everyone  Double  Value  of  money  sent.  ijtloiiO 
in  prizes  and  big  pay  given  to  agents.  Write  at 
once  1  in. 


Cases  of  Z> 
movable  let¬ 
ters  etc.  with 
printing  ap¬ 
paratus,  $1.50  by  mail ;  sample  of  Type  it  circular  6c. 
Address  RUBBER  TYPE  CO.,  Mallet  Creek,  Ohio, 


STODDART  &  MURPHY, 

ADVERTISING  AGENTS, 

306  Broadway,  New  York. 


RUBBER  TYPE! 


THE 


Teachers’  Journal. 


Vol.  5. — York,  Pa.,  April,  1878. — No.  4. 


International  Sunday-School  Lesson  Department. 


Apr.  7. 


14. 

21. 


28. 
May  5. 
12. 
19. 
26. 
.lime  2. 
9. 
16. 
23. 


23. 


SECOND  QUARTER  FOR  1878. 


Subject. 

Josiah’s  early  Piety 

The  Scriptures  pound  and  Searched 

Jeremiah  in  Prison 

The  Kechabites 

The  Captivity  ok  Judah 

The  Captives  in  Babylon 

Nebuchadnezzar’s  Dream 

The  Fiery  Furnace. 

The  Handwriting  on  the  Wall 
Daniel  in  the  Lion’s  Den 
Messiah’s  Kingdom. 

The  Decree  of  Cyrus. 

Review  of  the  Second  Quarter's  Lessons, 


2  Chron.  .xxxiv.  1-8. 
2  Chron  xxxiv.  14-22. 
.Ter.  xxxiii.  1-9 
Jer.  xxxv.  12-19. 
Jer.  lii.  1-11. 
Dan.  i.  8-17. 
Dan.  ii.  SC-15. 
Dan.  iii.  21-27. 
Dan.  v.  22-31. 
Dan.  vi.  14-23. 
Dan.  vii.  9-14. 
2  Chron.  xxxvi.  22-23. 


GOLDEN  TEXT. 
Eccl.  xii.  1. 
John  v.  39. 

Jer.  xxxiii.  3, 
Jer.  xxxv.  13. 
Lam.  i.  8. 

Psa.  c\-i.  10. 
Dan.  ii.  28. 

Dan.  iii.  17. 
Dan.  v.  27. 
Dan.  vi.  22. 

Psa,  xlv.  6, 

Isa.  xl.  2. 


LESSON  I.— APRIL  7.— JOSIAH’S  EARLY  PIETY. 


2  Chron.  xxxiv.  1-8.  Golden  Text. — Eccl.  xii.  1. 


1  Jo-sPali  was  eight  years  old  when  lie  be¬ 
gan  to  reign;  and  lie  reigned  in  Je-ru'sa-lem 
one  and  thirty  years. 

2  And  he  did  that  which  was  right  in  the 
sight  of  the  Lord,  and  walked  in  the  ways  of 
Da/vid  his  father,  and  declined  neither  to  the 
right  hand  nor  to  the  left. 

3  For  in  the  eighth  year  of  his  reign, 
while  he  was  yet  young,  he  began  to  seek  af¬ 
ter  the  God  of  Da/vid  his  father:  and  in  the 
twelfth  year  he  began  to  purge  .JuMah  and  Je- 
ru'sa-lem  from  the  high  places,  and  the  groves, 
and  the  carved  images,  and  the  molten 
images. 

4  And  they  brake  down  the  altars  of  Ba'- 
al-im  in  his  presence;  and  the  images  that 
were  on  high  above  them  he  cut  down ;  and 
the  groves,  and  the  carved  images,  he  brake  in 
pieces,  and  made  dust  of  them ,  and  strewed  it 


upon  the  graves  of  them  that  had  sacrificed 
unto  them. 

5  And  he  burnt  the  bones  of  the  priests 
upon  their  altars,  and  cleansed  Jti'dah  and 
Je-ru'sa-lem. 

6  And  so  did  he  in  the  cities  of  Ma-nas'- 
»sh,  and  E'phra-im,  and  Sim'e-on,  even  unto 
Naph'ta-li,  with  their  mattocks  round  about, 

7  And  when  he  had  broken  down  the  al¬ 
tars  and  the  groves,  and  had  beaten  the  graven 
images  into  powder,  and  cut  down  all  the  idols 
throughout  all  the  land  of  Is'ra-el,  he  returned 
to  Je-ru'sa-lem. 

8  Nowin  the  eighteenth  year  of  his  reign, 
when  he  had  purged  the  land,  and  the  house, 
he  sent  Sha'phan  the  son  of  Az-a-li'ah,  and 
Ma-a-sei'ah  the  governor  of  the  city,  and 
Jo'ah  the  son  of  Jo'a-haz  the  recorder,  to  re¬ 
pair  the  house  of  the  Lord  his  God. 


GOLDEN  TEXT.— Remember  now  thy  Creator  in  the  days  of  thy  youth,  while  the 
evil  days  come  not,  nor  the  years  draw  nigh,  when  thou  shalt  say,  I  have  no  pleasure 
in  them.  Eccl.  xii.  1. 

TOPICS. — Early  piety.  Earnest  piety. 


PARAPHRASE  OF  THE  TEXT. 


1.  Josiah,  the  16th  king  of  Judah,  was 
8  years  old  when  he  ascended  the  throne, 
and  he  reigned  31  years  in  Jerusalem. 


2.  And  he  did  that  which  is  right  in  the 
sight  of  the  Lord,  and  walked  in  the  ways, 
that  is,  followed  the  example  of  his  father 
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David,  departing  neither  in  one  way  nor  in 
the  other  from  the  path  of  duty.  Deut.  v. 
.‘>'3  ;  2  Kings  xxii.  2  ;  Prov.  iv.  27. 

3.  For  already  in  the  8t,h  year  of  his 
reign  and  the  16th  of  his  age,  when  he  was 
still  a  youth,  he  began  with  commendable 
y.eal  to  seek  and  serve  Jehovah,  the  God  of 
his  father  David;  and  in  the  12th  year  of 
his  reign  and  when  he  was  20  years  old,  he 
began  to  purify  Judah  and  Jerusalem  of  the 
idolatrous  high  places  and  groves,  and 
carved  and  molten  images. 

4.  And  he  caused  them  to  break  down 
the  altars  of  Baal  in  his  presence  (2  Kings 
xi.  18  ;  Rom.  xi.  4),  and  the  images  which 
were  above  these  altars  he  cut  down  ;  also 
the  groves  he  cut  down,  and  the  images 
both  the  carved  and  molten  he  brake  to 
pieces  and  ground  them  to  dust,  and  strewed 
the  dust  upon  the  graves  of  those  who  had 
worshipped  them  (2  Kings  xxiii.  6),  as  a 
disgrace  to  them  and  to  the  terror  of  the 
living. 

5.  And  he  also  burned  the  bones  of  the 
idol  priests  who  had  died,  upon  their  own 
altars,  and  this  he  did  to  bring  them  into 


contempt  and  to  make  those  altars  impure 
in  the  eyes  of  the  people,  who  regarded 
everything  impure  that  had  been  touched 
by  a  dead  body.  By  these  means  he  puri¬ 
fied  the  kingdom  of  Judah  and  the  city  of 
Jerusalem  from  idolatry. 

0.  And  this  he  did  also,  namely  break 
the  altars  of  Baal  and  burn  the  bones  of 
their  priests  upon  them,  in  the  cities  of  the 
tribe  of  Manasseh,  and  of  Ephraim,  and  of 
Simeon,  even  as  far  as  Naphtali,  in  their 
desert  suburbs. 

7.  And  when  he  had  broken  down  the  al¬ 
tars  and  the  groves  and  had  beaten  the  im¬ 
ages  into  dust,  and  cut  down  all  the  idol 
images,  having  thus  done  everything  to  root 
out  idolatry,  so  that  no  trace  of  it  could  be 
found  in  the  land  of  Israel. 

8.  In  the  18th  year  of  his  reign,  when  he 
was  26  years  old,  and  had  purified  the  land 
over  which  he  ruled  and  the  temple  of  the 
Lord,  he  sent  Shaplran  the  son  of  Azaliali, 
and  Maaseiah  the  governor  of  the  city  of 
Jerusalem,  and  .Joah,  the  son  of  Joahaz  the 
recorder  or  chaneelor,  to  Hilkiah  the  high 
priest,  to  take  measures  for  repairing  the 
house  of  the  Lord. — Starke. 


ANALYSIS  OF 

The  Reformation  under  Josiah. 

I.  The  reign  of  Josiah  ; 

1.  The  time  of  his  reign  ;  1. 

2.  The  commendable  conduct  of  his 

reign  ;  2. 

II.  The  earnest  reformation  which  he 

wrought ; 

1.  The  putting  away  of  the  idols  ; 
a.  How  he  made  a  beginning  of  this 
work  ;  3. 


HISTORICAL 

Manasseh’ s  son,  Amon,  followed  his 
father’s  first  bad  ways,  and  not  his  last 
good  ones.  But  he  only  reigned  two  years  ; 
then  his  little  son,  Josiah,  who  was  only 
eight  years  old,  became  king.  We  have 
seen  how  some  of  the  kings  began  well  and 
ended  badly,  and  others  were  sometimes 
good  and  sometimes  wicked ;  but  Josiah 
went  straight  on  in  the  right  way,  and  did 
not  turn  from  it.  When  he  was  only  six¬ 
teen  years  old  he  began  to  seek  after  the 
God  of  David,  but  he  was  too  young  to  do 
much  among  his  people.  When  he  was 


THE  LESSON. 

b.  How  he  carried  out  the  extermina¬ 
tion  of  idolatry  ;  4-7. 

2.  The  repairing  of  the  temple  ; 

a.  How  this  was  commanded  ;  8. 

b.  How  it  was  done  ; 

1.  The  raising  of  the  needful  funds  ;  9. 

2.  The  actual  repairing  of  the  temple  ; 

10-12. 

3.  The  oversight  of  the  work  ;  13. 


CONNECTION. 

twenty  he  began  his  work  in  earnest ;  the 
land  was  full  of  idols  ;  even  in  Jerusalem 
were  high  places,  with  car  ved  and  moulded 
images  set  up  on  them.  He  not  only  told 
his  servants  to  break  these  down,  but  he 
stayed  by  to  see  that  it  was  done.  Some 
of  the  kings  had  thrown  away  idols,  which 
had  afterward  been  found  and  set  up  again. 
So  Josiah  had  these  all  ground  to  powder, 
and,  that  not  even  this  might  be  touched, 
he  strewed  the  dust  on  the  graves  of  those 
who  had  worshipped  the  idols,  for  Jews 
would  not  touch  what  was  near  the  dead  ; 
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they  called  it  unclean.  He  then  put  to  death  workmen  with  tools  to  heat  the  idols  to 
the  priests  who  had  served  the  idols,  and  pieces  and  grind  them  to  dust  and  cut  down 
burned  their  bones  on  their  own  .Altars.  their  groves.  When  he  returned  to  Jerusa- 
Having  thus  cleansed  his  own  land  of  Ju-  lent,  he  sent  three  men  to  see  that  the  house 
dah,  Josiah  went  through  Israel,  taking  of  the  Lord  was  Ve paired. — Kkxx kdy. 


B  LAC KBO A RD  EXERCISES 


In  using  this  illustration  the  board  might 
be  prepared  before  hand  with  the  outlines 
of  a  It '•art,  above  it  the  name  Josiah1  h. 
And  below  the  sentence  in  the  sight  of 
the  hoed,  then  by  questioning  show  how 
that  naturally  the  heart  of  Josiah,  like  that 
of  all  mankind,  had  sin  in  it,  writing  in  it 
the  word  sin.  How  would  Josiah’s  heart 
appear  to  the  sight  of  the  Lord  with  sin  in 
it?  Wrong,  (write  wiong).  How  would 
my  heart  appear— write  my  in  the  heart. 


Now  what  will  lake  sin  out  of  the  heart  ? 
W rite  the  letters  jesu  immediately  in  front 
of  the  word  sin,  it  will  then  read  Jesus  in 
the  heart. 

How  will  this  make  the  heart  appear  iD 
the  sight  of  the  Lord  ?  High t  —erase  wrong 
and  write  the  word  right. 

Added  interest  in  the  lesson  may  be  af¬ 
forded  in  covering  the  word  srin  which  may 
hide  it  from  human  eyes,  but  will  not 
change  it  in  the  sight  of  the  Lord. 


Early-  Training.  The  Results  op  Early  Thk  Results  op  Neglect. 

Training. 
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We  present  herewith  another  illustration 
on  this  lesson.  It  consists  of  three 
trees.  The  first  is  a  small,  young  tree,  that 
has  just  been  planted  ;  it  needs  a  stake  to 
support  and  guide  it  ;  draw  this  tree  on  the 
board  and  write  under  it :  Early  Train¬ 
ing. 

The  second  is  a  full  grown  tree,  straight 
and  beautiful— the  same  tree  that  was  plan¬ 
ted  with  a  stake  and  is  now  fully  developed 
and  needs  no  more  stake  to  support  and 
guide  it.  Draw  this  tree  and  write  under 
it :  Results  of  Early  Training. 

The  third  is  a  tree  that  has  been  neglec¬ 
ted  in  its  training  ;  none  to  care  for  it,  none 
to  train  it,  but  it  has  its  own  way  and  will, 


and  the  result  is  a  crooked,  ugly,  useless 
tree. 

If  you  wish  tu  give  your  school  a  little 
surprise,  then  draw  the  trees  on  the  black¬ 
board  during  the  week  previous ;  cover 
the  two  latter  trees  with  blick  paper  or 
muslin  ;  ask  the  school,  what  kind  of  a  tree 
will  be  produced  by  the  training  indicated 
by  the  first  tree  ?  Remove  the  covering 
from  the  second  tree  for  the  answer.  Then 
ask.  what  kind  of  a  tree  would  have  been 
produced  if  there  had  been  no  training? 
Remove  the  covering  from  the  third  for  the 
answer.  The  practical  application,  of 
course,  the  teacher  will  be  able  to  make  as 
to  the  importance  of  early  religious  training 


EXPLANATORY  NOTES. 


Jonah  (Jehovah  heals)  son  of  Amon  and 
Jedidah  (2  Kings  xxii.  1)  and  16tli  king  of 
Judah.  He  ascended  the  throne  when  he 
was  only  IS  years  old  and  reigned  31  years, 
from  641  to  610  before  Christ. 

The  history  of  Josiah  fills  two  chapters 
in  Kings  (22&20),  and  two  in  Chronicles 
(34&35). 

“The  people  of  the  land  made  him  king 
instead  of  his  wicked  father,” — •Cowles. 

Though  he  fell  in  battle  before  he  had 
completed  his  fortieth  year,  he  left  the 
brightest  name  for  piety  and  religious  zeal 
among  all  the  successors  of  David.  He 
shares  with  Hezekiah  the  praise  of  walking 
perfectly  in  the  way  of  his  father  David. 
His  reign  marks  the  last  dying  glory  of  the 
earthly  kingdom  of  David.  It  may  indeed 
seem  mysterious  that  a  doom,  so  often  post¬ 
poned  by  the  repentance  and  faith  of  earlier 
kings,  should  have  followed  so  close  upon 
the  reign  of  the  best  and  most  zealous  of 
them  all,  and  that  he  himself  should  have 
fallen  by  a  premature  and  violent  death. 
But  we  must  look  beyond  the  personal  char¬ 
acter  of  the  king  to  the  state  of  the  people 
and  their  rulers.  We  have  seen  that  the 
great  reform  of  Hezekiah  was  probably 
superficial ;  the  apostacy  under  Manasseli 
and  Amon  was  the  last  and  lowest  stage  in 
the  long  course  of  national  degeneracy  ;  and 
the  deep  corruption  that  prevailed  during 
the  minority  of  Josiah  is  drawn  in  the  black¬ 
est  colors  by  the  prophets  Zephaniah  and 
Jeremiah.  The  very  violence  of  Josiali's 


reformation  indicates  the  absence  of  true 
and  spontaneous  sympathy  among  the  peo¬ 
ple.  In  short,  they  were  past  purifying  ex¬ 
cept  by  the  fiercest  fires  of  affliction. — Smith 

Josiah  had  this  distinction  above  all  the 
kings  of  Judah, 

1.  That  according  to  1  Kings  xiii.  1,  2,  he 
was  predicted  by  name  many  years  before  f 

2.  That,  with  the  exception  of  .Toash,  he 
was  the  youngest  king  of  Judah  that  ascen¬ 
ded  the  throne  ;  God  did  this,  because  hi 
intended  to  accomplish  much  through  him. 
If  Manasseli  had  the  misfortune  to  be  le  l 
into  Mil  during  his  minority,  then  the  prov¬ 
idence  of  God  so  ruled  over  Josiah  that, 
doubtless  by  his  mother,  Jedidah,  Josiah  was 
brought  up  in  the  fear  of  God. — Stark/e. 

2.  Right  in  the  sight  of  the  Lord.  Not 
only  outwardly,  but  in  his  heart ;  he  not 
only  meant  right,  but  his  actions  and  char¬ 
acter  were  right. 

His  father  David.  David  was  the  model 
king,  and  his  character  was  the  standard  by 
which  the  other  kings  of  Judah  weie  tried. 
(1  Sam.  xiii.  14  ;  1  Kings  xi.  4. 

“The  ways  of  David,”  which  are  here 
particularly  referred  to,  were  those  into 
which  he  was  led  by  his  religious  character 
and  zeal. — Todd. 

Neither  to  the  right  hand  nor  to  the  left. 
The  path  of  virtue  is  represented  as  a 
straight  path,  while  the  ways  of  the  wicked 
are  described  as  crooked.  (Ps.  v.  8  ;  Prov. 
iv.  15  ;  Heb.  xii.  13  ;  Ps.  cxxv.  5  ;  Prov.  ii. 
15  ;  Isa.  lix.  8). 
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It  is  remarkable  that  in  an  age  of  so  gen¬ 
eral  and  great  corruption,  and  in  such  a 
family — his  father  and  grandfather  having 
both  been  very  bad  men — and  in  such  a  con¬ 
dition — exposed  to  the  temptations  of  roy¬ 
alty  at  so  early  an  age, — Tosiah  should  have 
been  so  good  a  man  and  so  excellent  a  king. 
Probably  it  was  due  to  the  influence  of  a 
pious  mother. — Todd. 

3.  In  the  eighth  year  of  his  reign.  That 
is,  in  the  16th  year  of  his  age. 

While  yet  young.  Blessed  are  those  who 
begin  young  to  serve  their  God — fewer  sins 
to  break  off,  a  longer  time  in  which  to  do 
good,  a  life  less  tainted  with  early  sins  and 
bad  habits. 

.  Compare  Manasseh's  and  JosialTs  piety. 
The  great  majority  of  all  who  become 
Christians  at  all,  become  so  when  young. 
— t.  F.  &  B. 

In  the  twelfth  year.  Not  in  the  12th  year 
of  his  age  but  in  the  12tli  year  of  his  reign, 
which  was  the  20th  year  of  his  age. 

Began.  The  continuance  followed  in  the 
18th  year  of  his  reign,  compare  2  Chron. 
xxxiv.  8,  with  2  Chron.  xxxv.  1-9. 

Josiah  was  perhaps  now,  at  the  age  of  20, 
for  the  first  time  free  to  act.  We  have  no 
exact  a  ye  set  down  at  which  a  Jewish  kin  ; 
attained  his  majoritv  and  began  to  direct 
affairs.  Perhaps  there  was  n  >  limit,  an  1 
the  character  of  the  monarch  determine  h 
to  some  extent,  the  time  of  his  advent  t> 
power.  But  the  three  cases  of  Asa,  Joash, 
and  Josiah  together  give  some  grounds  for 
concluding  that  practically  regencies  lasted 
till  the  monarch  reached  the  age  of  twenty.” 
— Speaker’s  Com. 

Josiah  did  well  to  begin  the  reformation 
with  himself ;  that  is,  that  by  a  surrender 
of  his  own  heart  to  God  he  attained  to  a  living 
knowledge  and  genuine  love  of  God,  before 
he  undertook  the  reformation  in  his  king¬ 
dom  ;  for  his  own  example  would  make  the 
deepest  impression  on  the  minds  of  his  peo¬ 
ple,  of  the  necessity  and  usefulness  of  a 
pure  worship. — Starke. 

Purge.  That  is,  cleanse.  Every  thing 
connected  with  idolatry  was  regarded  as 
pollution  (Ezek.  xx.  31)  ;  ceremonially,  be¬ 
cause  not  purified  in  the  manner  prescribed 
by  the  law  of  Moses  (Exod.  xxix.  12,  36) 
and  morally,  because  tainted  with  licentious 
and  otherwise  immoral  rites  of  worship. 


It  was  just  about  at  this  time  that  Jere¬ 
miah  was  called  to  exercise  the  office  of  a 
prophet  (Jer.  i.  2).  Perhaps  it  was  partly 
at  the  instigation  of  the  prophet  that  Josiah 
began  his  work  of  reformation.  At  any 
rate,  he  must  have  been  greatly  encouraged 
and  sustained  in  it  by  the  prophet’s  in¬ 
fluence. 

High  places.  Idol  temples  on  the  hills 
and  mountains.  It  is  not  meant  that  he 
leveled  the  hilltops  and  made  them  even 
with  the  plains. 

Groves.  The  two  Phcenecian  gods  were 
Baal  (the  sun)  and  Astarte  (the  moon). 

Carved.  That  is,  carved  out  of  wood. 

This  is,  merely  a  more  definite  descrip¬ 
tion  of  the  above  named  groves. 

4.  Altars  of  Baalim.  The  images  of  Baal 
that  stood  upon  the  altars. 

There  may  have  been  this  difference,  that 
the  images  of  Astarte  stood  by  themselves 
and  not  on  altars,  but  the  images  of  Baal 
stood  on  altars  ;  because  only  to  Baal,  the 
male  god,  were  altars  erected. — Calwer 
Bibelwerk. 

In  his  presence.  The  king  personally 
superintended  the  work  of  destruction. 

Carved  images.  These  sculptured  images 
were  apparently  of  wood,  iron,  or  stone, 
covered  with  gold  or  silver,  the  more  costly 
being  of  solid  metal.  The  several  stages  of 
the  process  by  which  the  metal  or  wood  be¬ 
came  the  ‘‘graven  image”  are  vividly  de¬ 
scribed  in  Isa.  xliv.  10-20. — W.  A.  Wright. 

Made  dust.  By  burning  the  wooden  im¬ 
ages  to  ashes,  and  breaking  and  grinding 
the  metal  and  stone  images  to  powder.  So 
Moses  treated  the  golden  calf  (Exod.  xxxii. 
20b 

Strewed  upon  the  graves,  Every  instru¬ 
ment  or  imxge,  if  of  wood,  was  burnt ;  if  of 
metal  or  stone,  was  shattered  to  pieces  and 
ground  to  powder.  The  ashes  were  carried 
beyond  the  territory  of  Judah,  or  thrown  on 
the  numerous  graves  along  that  vast  ceme¬ 
tery.  the  necropolis  of  the  glen  of  the  Ke- 
dron. — Stanley. 

The  object  was,  to  render  it  impossible 
for  the  images  to  be  repaired  and  again  set 
up.  In  order  to  make  it  impossible  even  to 
gather  up  the  dust  of  the  metal  images  and 
recast  it,  Moses  strewed  the  dust  upon  the 
water  by  which  the  camp  was  pitched,  and 
compelled  the  Israelites  to  drink  it ;  for  the 


102 


The  Teachers'  Journal. 


same  purpose  Josiah  strewed  the  dust  upon 
some  graves,  thereby  rendering  it  unclean 
in  the  eyes  of  the  people,  and  unfit  for  any 
religious  use  thereafter. 

Public  opinion,  and  also  the  law  (Nitni. 
xix.  16),  regarded  a  grave  as  unclean,  and 
as  polluting  every  one  and  every  thing  that 
came  in  contact  with  it. 

It  was  for  this  reason  that  graves  and 
sepulchres  were  white-washed  (Matt,  xxiii. 
27  ;  Acts  xxiii.  3)  ;  so  that  passers-by  might 
easily  see  and  avoid  them,  and  not  touch 
them  and  become  unclean  before  finding 
out  what  they  were. 

Them  that  had  sacrificed  unto  them.  He 
was  careful  to  respect  the  sleeping-places  of 
true  worshippers. 

5.  Burnt  thehones  of  the  priests.  Theprob- 
ability  is,  that  the  bones  which  were  burned 
on  the  altars  were  taken  from  neighboring 
sepulchres,  and  were  the  bones  of  priests 
who  had  been  buried  long  defore.  This 
was  certainly  the  case  in  Bethel  (2  Kings 
xxiii.  16). 

Cook  thinks  the  priests  of  Baal  were  first 
put  to  death  and  afterwards  their  bones 
burnt  upon  their  own  altars  (2  Kings  xxiii. 
20). 

They  suffered  upon  their  own  altars  the 
death  penalty  imposed  by  the  law  (Dent, 
xvii.  2-5).  At  the  same  time  these  altars 
were  thereby  defiled. — Bahr. 

Then  fell  in  rapid  succession  the  houses 
of  those  who  ministered  to  the  licentious 
rites  close  by  the  temple,  anil  the  sanctu¬ 
aries  that  stood  just  outside  the  gates  of  Je¬ 
rusalem.  The  wooden  chariots  consecrated 
to  the  sun,  the  brazen  altars  planted  by 
Ahaz  and  Manasseh  in  different  parts  of 
the  temple  disappeared.  Everywhere,  as 
by  a  kind  of  exorcism,  he  desecrated  the 
sanctuaries  of  the  high  places,  especially 
those  in  the  valley  of  Hinnom  and  on  Mount 
Olivet,  by  heaping  upon  them  the  bones  of 
the  dead. — Stanley. 

Cleansed  Judah  and  Jerusalem.  The  ac¬ 
count  of  this  reformation  which  is  given  in 
2  Kings  xxiii.  is  much  more  detailed.  We 
there  learn,  that  among  other  purifications, 
Josiah  caused  the  idol  which  Manasseh  had 
set  up  in  the  most  holy  place  of  the  temple, 
to  be  carried  out,  and  all  the  altars  of  for¬ 
eign  gods  to  be  removed.  This  seems 
strange,  for  in  2  Chron.  xxxiii.  15,  we  are 


told  that  this  was  done  by  Manasseh  him¬ 
self  when  he  repented.  But  Manasseh 
merely  caused  them  to  be  carried  out  of  the 
city  ;  they  do  not  seem  to  have  been  de¬ 
stroyed.  The  probability  is,  that  either  by 
his  son  Anion  (2  Chron.  xxxiii.  22).  or, 
more  likely  still,  by  Manasseh  himself  when 
his  short-lived  repentance  was  over,  the 
idols  were  restored  to  their  places,  and  the 
idolatrous  worship  was  resumed.  It  was  this 
which  made  Josiah  so  determined  to  destroy 
and  pollute  irreparably  all  idolatrous  images 
and  altars,  because  experience  had  shown 
that  so  long  as  they  were  left  in  existence 
there  was  danger  of  their  being  used  again. 
It  is  remarkable  that  even  this  thorough 
work  of  reformation  which  Josiah  madd. 
did  not  put  an  end  to  the  idolatries  of  the 
people.  See  2  Chron.  xxxvi.  12-14. — T odd. 

6.  Manasseh. ..  .Naphtali.  As  Simeon 
was  the  most  southern  and  Naplitali  the 
most  northern  tribe,  while  Ephraim  and 
Manasseh  lay  in  between,  all  the  land  of 
Israel  would  seem  to  be  included. 

The  kingdom  of  Israel  had  been  destroyed 
by  the  Assyrians  (721  B.  C. ),  but  the  idols 
remained  and  there  was  a  remnant  of  inhab¬ 
itants  (2  Cliron.  xxxiv.  9)  to  he  brought 
back  to  the  worship  of  the  true  God. — Rice. 

In  the  cities  of  Manasseh.  Even  beyond 
the  limits  of  Judah  his  zeal  extended  to  the 
old  Israelites  sanctuaries  of  Bethel  and  Sa¬ 
maria.  Thither  he  came  as  the  long-expec¬ 
ted  deliverer,  foretold  by  Iddo  the  seer. 

The  reader  is  apt  to  be  surprised  on  find¬ 
ing  that  Josiah,  whose  heriditary  posessious 
were  confined  to  the  kingdom  of  Judah,  ex¬ 
ercised  as  much  authority  among  the  tribes 
of  Ephraim,  Manasseh,  Simeon,'  and  others, 
as  far  as  Naplitali,  as  he  did  within  his  own 
dominions  ;  and  therefore  it  is  necessary  to 
observe,  that,  after  the  destruction  of  Sa¬ 
maria  by  Shalmanezer,  the  remnant  that 
continued  on  the  mountains  of  Israel  main¬ 
tained  a  close  intercourse  with  Judah,  and 
looked  to  the  sovereigns  of  that  kingdom  as 
their  natural  protectors.  Those  kings  ac¬ 
quired  great,  influence  over  them,  which  Jo¬ 
siah  exercised  in  removing  every  vestige  of 
idolatry  from  the  land.  He  could  not  have 
done  this  without  the  acquiescence  of  the 
people  in  the  propriety  of  this  proceeding, 
conscious  that  this  thing  was  conformable 
to  their  ancient  laws  and  institutions.  The 
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Assyrian  kings,  wlu:  were  now  masters  of 
the  country,  might  have  been  displeased  at 
the  liberties  Josiah  took  beyond  his  own  ter¬ 
ritories.  But  either  they  were  not  informed 
of  his  doings,  or  they  did  not  trouble  them¬ 
selves  about  his  religious  proceedings,  re¬ 
lating,  as  they  would  think,  to  the  god  of 
the  land  ;  especially  as  he  did  not  attempt 
to  seize  upon  any  place  or  disturb  the  alle¬ 
giance  of  the  people  — 1'almet. 

With  their  mattocks.  Or  “in  their  de¬ 
serts,’’  so  that  the  verse  will  stand  thus  : 
“And  so  did  he  (viz.,  break  the  altars,  and 
burn  the  bones  of  the  priests)  in  the  cities 
of  Manasseli,  and  Ephraim,  and  Simeon, 
even  unto  Naphtali,  in  their  deserted  su¬ 
burbs.” — T.  F.  and  B. 

Mattocks.  In  those  parts  of  the  country 
which  were  devastated  by  the  Assyrians, 
and  w  lie  re  here  and  there  the  inhabitants 
had  remained,  and  were  not  yet  mixed  up 
with  new  settlers. — &  breach. 

7.  Returned  to  Jerusalem.  From  his  ex¬ 
cursion  into  the  neighboring  countries 
(verse  6).  For  a  fuller  account  of  this 
work  read  2  Kings  xxiii.  1-20. 

Josiah  began  to  seek  after  God  in  the 
eighth  year  of  his  reign,  and  to  repress  idol¬ 
atry  in  his  twelfth  year,  and  to  repair  the 
temple  in  his  eighteenth  year  ;  and,  by  the 
finding  of  a  copy  of  the  law  during  these  re¬ 
pairs,  was  incited  to  a  more  vigorous  work, 
which  resulted  in  the  entire  abolishment  of 
idolatry,  and  the  re-establishment  of  the 
ancient  worship. 

8.  In  the  eighteenth  year  of  liis  reign. 
That  is  the  twenty-sixth  year  of  his  age,  or 
523  B.  C. 

The  house.  That  is,  the  house  of  God,  or 
the  temple.  For  a  more  detailed  account, 
see  2  Kings  xxiii.  1-14. 

Purged  the  land .  The  purging  of  the 
temple  had  probably  been  the  first  work. 


From  purging  he  proceeded  to  repairs  ;  and 
these  had  evidently  been  carried  on  for  some 
considerable  time  before  this  particular  oc¬ 
casion. — Cook. 

Shaphan ,  son  of  Azaliah,  and  grandson 
of  Meshullam  (2  Kings  xxii.  3.)  He  filled 
the  office  of  “scribe,”  which  existed  even  in 
the  time  of  David  (2  Sam.  viii.  17,  xx.  25). 

The  scribe  was  probably  the  king’s  secre¬ 
tary.  Perhaps  he  was  secretary  of  state  ; 
or,  as  Ewald  thinks,  minister  of  finance. 
At  all  events,  his  office  was  one  of  the  high¬ 
est  in  the  government.  The  “scribe”  is 
constantly  mentioned  and  associated  with 
the  “recorder,”  high  priest,  and  captain  of 
the  guard. 

Governor  of  the  city.  The  chief  officer  of 
the  city,  in  his  civic  capacity ;  equivalent  to 
mayor. 

The  recorder.  This  officer  was  probably, 
as  the  name  indicates,  the  annalist,  chroni¬ 
cler,  and  historian  of  the  times,  and,  as 
such,  keeper  of  the  public  records  and 
archives ;  but  he  was  also  chancellor,  or 
president  of  the  privy  council. 

The  office,  therefore,  like  that  of  scribe, 
high  priest,  and  captain  of  the  guard,  was 
one  of  the  highest  in  the  government.  It 
appears  from  2  Kings  xxii.  4,  that  Hilkiah, 
the  high  priest,  was  associated  with  these 
officers  in  the  work  of  repairing  the  temple. 

To  repair  the  house  of  the  Lord.  No  men¬ 
tion  is  made  of  any  extensive  repairs  as 
having  been  made  in  the  temple  since  the 
days  of  Joash  (2  Chron.  xxiv.  4-13),  .a 
period  of  225  years.  It  must  therefore,  by 
this  time  have  come  to  be  in  a  dilapidated 
condition. 

Josiah  rooted  out  idolatry  from  the  land 
first,  then  he  began  to  restore  the  temple 
which  had  become  dilapidated  during  the 
re'gn  of  Manasseli. — Gerlach. 


PRACTICAL  REFLECTIONS*. 

1-3.  In  all  things,  especially  in  matters  ity,  integrity,  worthy  of  praise  and  imita- 
of  religion,  we  should  follow  the  directions  tion. — Scott. 

of  the  word  of  God.  He  that  does  this  Neither  to  right  hand  nor  left.  The  way 
goes  safe,  and  walks  in  the  light.  Ps.  xix.  which  leads  to  life  is  narrow  ;  and  it  is  well 
8  ;  Gal.  v.  10.  ,to  have  a  firm  heart,  so  as  not  to  totter  on 

In  the  ways  of  David.  Be  led  to  follow  either  side.  He  fell  neither  into  supersti- 
closely  the  best  examples.  In  the  worst  of  tion  nor  unbelief. 

times  we  meet  examples  of  liberality,  fidel-  While  yet  young  (verse  3).  It  is  the  duty 
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and  interest  of  young  people,  and  will  par¬ 
ticularly  be  the  honor  of  young  gentlemen, 
as  soon  as  they  come  to  years  of  understan¬ 
ding,  to  begin  to  seek  God  ;  “for  they  that 
seek  him  early  shall  find  him.” — Henry. 

We  ought  not  to  despair  of  the  children 
of  the  godless,  nor  give  them  up.  They 
may  become,  as  in  this  case,  the  most  pious, 
through  whom  God  accomplishes  wonders. 
— WlJRT.  StTMM. 

Purge  Judah  (verse  8).  So  must  we 
cleanse  out  every  sin,  every  idol  of  the 
heart,  all  selfishness,  from  our  lives  and 
from  our  hearts. 

Bones  upon  their  altars,  (verse  5).  Ha¬ 
inan  was  hanged  on  his  own  gallows.  Our 
wronged  and  sinful  nature  brings  the  means 
of  its  own  punishment.  “Curses,  like 


chickens,  always  come  home  to  roost.” 
“Ashes  always  ily  in  the  face  of  him  who 
throws  them,” 

Repair  the  house  (verse  8).  Thus  must 
we  do  by  the  spiritual  temple  of  the  heart ; 
get  it  cleansed  from  the  pollutions  of  sin, 
and  then  renewed,  so  as  to  be  transformed 
into  the  image  of  God. — Henry. 

So  must  we  do  with  the  Church  of  God, — 
purify  and  rebuild  and  renew. — Peloubet. 

The  example  and  influence  of  a  good 
man  are  a  great  inheritance  for  his  children 
for  generations  to  come. — Todd. 

Shame  will  eventually  cover  the  memory 
of  the  wicked.  Prov.  x.  7. 

The  good  man  is  always  zealous  for  the 
welfare  and  prosperity  of  the  house  and 
worship  of  God. — Todd. 


QUESTIONS. 


1 .  Who  was  J osiah  ? 

2.  What  was  his  character  ? 

What  were  the  ways  of  David?  1  Kings 
xv.  5. 

3.  When  did  he  begin  to  serve  God  ? 

When  did  he  begin  to  purge  the  temple  ? 
What  were  the  high  places  ? 

4.  Where  were  the  images  of  Baal  placed  ? 
What  were  the  carved  images? 

How  did  he  destroy  them  ? 

How  did  Moses  treat  the  golden  calf  ? 
Ex.  xxxii.  20. 

Why  did  he  strew  the  dust  on  the 
graves  of  their  worshippers  ?  Hum. 
xix.  16. 

5.  What  was  done  with  Baal’s  priests  ? 
Had  Josiah  put  them  to  death,  or  had 

they  been  long  buried  ?  2  Kings 
xxiii.  16. 

What  prophecy  was  fulfilled  by  these 
burnings?  1  Kings  xiii.  1,  2. 


6.  Into  what  other  places  did  he  carry  his 
reforms  ? 

What  is  meant  by  their  mattocks? 

How  many  years  were  these  reforms 
going  on?  Comp.  v.  3,  8, 

8.  When  did  he  begin  to  repair  the  temple  ? 

Who  were  the  officers  mentioned  in 
this  verse  ? 

What  office  did  Shaphan  hold  ?  2  Kings 
xxii.  12. 

What  was  the  office  of  governor  of  the 
city  ? 

How  long  had  the  temple  stood  without 
repairs  ? 

Why  did  the  people  cling  so  persistently 
to  idolatry  ? 

Ans.  Because  it  not  only  permitted, 
but  even  required  them  to  do 
things  which  they  liked,  but 
which  were  wicked — Todd. 


LESSON  II.— APRIL  14.— THE  SCRIPTURES  FOUND  AND  SEARCHED. 
2  Chron.  xxxiv.  14-22.  Golden  Text. — John  v.  39. 


14  And  when  they  brought  out  the  money 
that  was  brought  into  the  house  of  the  Lord, 
Hil-ki'ah  the  priest  found- a  book  of  the  law 
of  the  Lord  given  by  Mo'ses. 

15  And  Hil-ki'ah  answered  and  said  to 
Sha'phan  the  scribe,  I  have  found  the  book  of 
the  law  in  the  house  of  the  Lord.  And  Hil- 
ki'ah  delivered  the  book  to  Sha'phan. 

16  And  Sha'phan  carried  the  book  to  the 
king,  and  brought  the  king  word  back  again, 
saying,  All  that  was  committed  to  thy  ser¬ 
vants,  they  do  it. 

17  And  they  have  gathered  together  the 
money  that  was  found  in  the  house  of  the 


Lord,  and  have  delivered  it  into  the  hand  of 
the  overseers,  and  to  the  hand  of  the  workmen. 

18  Then  Sha'phan  the  scribe  told  the  king, 
saying,  Hil-ki'ah  the  priest  hath  given  me  a 
book.  And  Sha'phan  read  it  before  the  king. 

19  And  it  came  to  pass,  when  the  king  had 
heard  the  words  of  the  law,  that  he  rent  his 
clothes. 

20  And  the  king  commanded  Hil-ki'ah, 
and  A-hi'kan  the  son  of  Sha'phan,  and  Ah' 
don  the  son  of  Mi'cah,  and  Sha'phan  the 
scribe,  and  As-a-i'ah  a  servant  of  the  king’s, 
saying, 

21  Go,  inquire  of  the  Lord  for  me,  and 
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for  them  that  are  left  in  Is'ra-el  and  in  Ju'dah,  22  And  Hil-ki'ah,  and  they  that  the  king 
concerning  the  words  of  the  book  that  is  had  appointed,  went  to  Hul'dah  the  proplie- 
found  :  for  great  u  the  wrath  of  the  Lord  that  tess,  the  wife  of  Shal'Ium  the  son  of  Tik'vath, 
is  poured  out  upon  us,  because  our  fathers  the  son  of  Haz'rah,  keeper  of  the  wardrobe ; 
have  not  kept  the  word  of  the  Lord,  to  do  (now  she  dwelt  in  Je-ru'sa-lem  in  the  col- 
after  all  that  is  written  in  this  book.  lege  ;)  and  they  spake  to  her  to  that  effect. 

GOLDEN  TEXT.— Search  the  Scriptures;  for  in  them  ye  think  ye  have  eternal  life  : 
and  they  are  they  which  testify  of  me.  John  v.  30. 

TOPICS. — The  treasure.  The  truth.  The  teacher. 


PARAPHRASE  OF  THE  TEXT. 


14.  Whilst  workmen  were  engaged  in 
repairing  the  temple,  in  taking  out  money 
that  had  been  laid  up  in  the  temple  to  pay 
the  laborers,  Hilkiah  the  high  priest,  found 
the  book  of  the  Law  of  the  Lord,  which  had 
been  given  to  Moses,  namely  the  Pentateuch, 
or  five  books  of  Moses,  which  had  been  de¬ 
posited  beside  the  ark  in  the  holy  of  holies, 
(see  2  Kings  xxii.  8). 

15.  And  Hilkiah,  perceiving  what  an  ines¬ 
timable  treasure  he  had  found,  said  to 
Shaplian  the  scribe,  I  have  found  the  book 
of  the  law  which  Jehovah  gave  to  our 
fathers  by  Moses,  I  found  it  in  the  house  of 
the  Lord.  And  Hilkiah  gave  the  books  to 
Shaplian. 

16.  And  Shaplian  carried  the  book  to 
king  Josiah,  and  also  brought  the  king 
word  in  regard  to  the  progress  of  the  work 
of  repairs,  saying,  all  the  work  that  was 
committed  by  the  overseers  to  the  workmen 
about  the  temple,  is  well  done  by  them. 

17.  And  they  have  gathered  the  money 
that  was  found  in  the  house  of  the  Lord 
and  have  counted  or  weighed  it,  and  given 
it  into  the  hands  of  the  overseers  who  have 
paid  it  to  the  workmen. 

18.  And  Shaplian  the  scribe,  or  secre¬ 
tary  of  state,  said  moreover  to  the  king, 
Hilkiah  the  high  priest  gave  me  this  book, 


and  Shaplian  read  out  of  the  book  before  the 
king. 

19.  And  it  came  to  pass  tliafiwlien  the 
king  heard  Shaplian  read  the  words  of  the 
law,  he  rent  his  clothes,  as  an  evidence  how 
deeply  he  was  affected  by  the  words  that 
were  read  to  him.  2  Kings  xxii.  11. 

20.  And  the  king  commanded  Hilkiah 
and  Abikam  the  son  of  Shaplian,  and  Abdan 
the  son  of  Micali,  and  Shaplian  the  scribe, 
and  Asaiah,  who  was  a  servant  of  the  king, 
saying, 

21.  Go  to  the  prophetess  Huldali,  and 
enquire  of  the  Lord  for  me  and  for  the 
remnant  that  are  left  in  Israel  and  Judah, 
concering  the  words  of  the  book  that  has 
been  found,  for  the  anger  of  the  Lord  is 
great,  and  has  been  poured  out  upon  us 
because  our  fathers  did  not  obey  the  word 
of  the  Lord,  to  do  as  it  is  written  in  the 
book  of  the  law. 

22.  Then  Hilkiah  together  with  the  others 
that  had  been  sent  to  the  prophetess  Hul- 
dali,  who  was  the  wife  of  Shallum,  the  son 
of  Tichvath,  who  was  the  son  of  Hasrali  a 
Levite  whose  office  it  was  to  keep  and  take 
care  of  the  sacred  wardrobes  (now  this 
prophetess  dwelt  in  Jerusalem  in  the  second 
or  new — that  is,  north-western  part  of  the 
city)  and  they  spake  to  her  as  the  king  had 
commanded. 


ANALYSIS  OF  THE  LESSON. 


The  Finding  of  the  Book  of  the  Law. 
I.  The  finding  of  the  Book  : 

1.  How  it  was  found  ;  14,  15. 

2.  How  it  was  delivered  to  the  king  ; 

a.  Who  delivered  it,  Shaplian  ;  16. 

b.  With  what  words  he  delivered  it  ; 

16-18. 


c.  How  the  king  received  it  ;  19. 

II.  The  consequent  inquiry  ; 

1.  How  this  was  commanded ;  20,  21. 

2.  How  this  was  complied  with ;  22. 

— Starke. 
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1 1 1 STORIC  AL  CON  NEC  T  [ON . 

For  several  years,  while  the  purging  of  slirines  of  idolatry,  which  had  been  allowed 


the  nation  from  idolatry  was  in  progress,  a 
collection  was  being  made  for  the.  renova¬ 
tion  of  tire  temple.  “This  money  had  been 
collected,  not  merely  at  the  temple  (2  Kings 
xxii.  4),  but  also,  and  perhaps  mainly,  by 
collectors  who  had  visited  all  parts  both  of 
Judah  and  Israel  (eh.  xxxiv.  9)  in  order  to  ob¬ 
tain  contributions.’’  This  money  was  de¬ 
posited  in  the  temple  till  the  time  came  to 
begin  the  repairs.  The  idols  and  altars  and 


in  the  very  court  of  the  temple,  were  all 
taken  away.  Open  idolatry  was  driven 
from  the  nation,  and  especially  from  Jerusa¬ 
lem.  The  repairs  were  going  on.  Archi¬ 
tects,  carpenters,  stone-cutters,  and  masons 
were  busy,  and  so  faithful  that  no  account 
needed  to  be  kept  of  expenses.  While 
these  repairs  were  being  prosecuted  so  ear¬ 
nestly,  the  great  discovery  was  made  which 
forms  the  subjects  of  to-day’s  lesson. — Pel. 


BLACKBOARD  EXEU( IISES. 


Draw  tire  form  of  an  open  Book  on  the  Ques.  What  will  we  find  by  searching 
Board  to  represent  the  Book  of  the  law  as  the  Scriptures?  Ans.  Truth.  Write  the 
it  was  found  in  the  lesson.  word  “Truth”  in  the  Book.  Thus  continue, 

Question.  What  does  the  Saviour  com-  till  you  have  the  words  given  in  the  illus- 
mand  us  to  do  with  the  Scriptures?  Ans.  tration,  or  others  that  you  may  prefer,  writ- 
Search  them.  Write  the  word  “Search”  ten  in  the  book, 
above  the  book. 


EXI’LANAT( )RY  N< >TES. 


14.  They.  That  is,  the  commission  ap¬ 
pointed  to  open  :lie  money-chest,  and  weigh 
and  take  account  of  the  contents  :  see  vers. 
8,  9  :  compare  2  Chron.  xxiv.  11. 

The  money.  This  money  had  probably 
been  collected  in  chests  placed  in*tfte  courts 
of  the  temple,  as  in  the  days  of  Joash  (2 
Chron.  xxiv.  8-11). 

The  people  had  brought  their  voluntary' 
offerings,  and  cast  them  into  these  chests, 
when  they  came  to  the  temple  to  worship  ; 
but,  in  addition  to  this,  the  Levites  had  col¬ 
lected  the  sanctuary  dues  prescribed  by  the 
law  of  Moses  (Exod.  xxx.  13  ;  Lev;  xxvii. 


2-8),  traveling  for  this  purpose  through  the 
country,  and  bringing  the  money  to  Jerusa- 
salem,  and  depositing  it  with  the  rest  in  the 
money-chests  of  the  temple.  The  contribu¬ 
tions  were  levied  upon  the  people  in  what 
had  been  the  kingdom  of  Israel,  as  well  as 
upon  Judah. — Todd. 

Kilkiah  (meaning,  the  Lord  is  my  por¬ 
tion),  a  son  of  Shallum  (1  Chron.  vi.  13), 
and  an  ancestor  of  Ezra  (Ezi-a  vii.  1). 

The  priest.  That  is,  the  high  priest  (ver. 
9). 

Found.  The  meaning  may  be  either  that 
Hilkiah  found  the  book  while  they  were 
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bringing  out  the  money,  or  that  he  had 
found  it  a  short  time  previously,  and  spoke 
of  it  for  the  first  time  to  Shaphan  on  this 
occasion.  The  latter  is  the  more  probable. 

In  this  case  that  translation  should  be, 
“had  found,”  of  which  the  Hebrew  admits. 

Book  of  the  law.  This  was  no  other  than 
the  temple  copy  of  the  Pentateuch  (five 
books  of  Moses)  which  was  deposited  be¬ 
side  the  ark  in  the  holy  of  holies. — Keil. 

Some  writers  interpret  this  as  meaning 
the  original  copy  in  the  1  handwriting  of  Mo¬ 
ses,  or  the  copy  deposited  by  Moses  in  the 
ark  of  the  covenant.  (Dent.  xxxi.  20).  It 
may  have  been  lost,  or  more  likely  secreted, 
during  the  desecration  of  the  temple  by  the 
earlier  kings,  (2  Cliron.  xxvii.  24),  or  by  Ma- 
nasseh,  (2  Cliron.  xxxiii.  4,  7.)  The  ark  had 
been  removed  from  the  temple.  2  Cliron. 
xxxv.  3. 

This  book  of  the  law  had  doubtless  been 
hidden  by  the  priests  during  the  reign  of 
Manasseh  or  Ammon  to  prevent  its  destruc¬ 
tion  ;  perhaps  it  was  the  only  remaining 
copy  then  extant. — Calw.  Bible. 

Think  of  Luther  who  found  the  Holy 
Scriptures  chained  in  the  library  of  his 
cloister,  brought  them  forth  and  translated 
them  into  the  language  of  the  common  peo¬ 
ple. —  Jalw.  Bible. 

Tills  book  was  either  an  ancient  and  au¬ 
thentic  copy  of  the  Pentateuch,  or,  an  au¬ 
tograph,  or  original  manuscript  of  it,  under 
his  own  hand.  Most  likely  it  was  that 
which  by  the  command  of  Moses  w  as  laid 
up  in  the  most  holy  place.  Ueut.  xxxi.  24. 
—Henry. 

If  this  was  the  only  authentic  copy  of  the 
Pentateuch  then  in  being,  surely  we  then 
have  reason  to  thank  God  on  our  knees  for 
that  happy  providence  by  which  Hilkiah 
found  it  at  this  time,  when  he  sought  it  not. 
— Henry. 

If  the  holy  Scriptures  had  not  been  of 
God,  they  would  not  be  in  existence  at  this 
day  ;  God’s  care  of  the  Bible  is  a  plain  indi¬ 
cation  of  liis  interest  in  it. — Henry. 

to.  Shaphan  the  scribe.  See  last  lesson, 
verse  8.  It  was  natural  that  the  high  priest 
should  give  the  book  to  the  private  secre¬ 
tary  of  the  king,  who  by  his  office  had 
charge  of  the  books  of  the  law,  and  records 
of  the  past. 


The  book.  The  most  ancient,  as  the  most 
common  material  which  the  Hebrews  used 
for  writing,  was  dressed  skin  in  some  form 
or  other.  They  may  have  acquired  the 
knowledge  of  the  art  of  dressing  the  skins 
from  the  Egyptians,  among  whom  it  had 
attained  great  perfection.  “The  leather 
straps  across  the  bodies  of  mummies,”  says 
Sir  G.  Wilkinson,  “and  the  beauty  of  the 
figures  stamped  upon  them,  prove  the  skill 
of  the  leather-cutters,  some  of  these  bear¬ 
ing  the  names  of  kings  who  ruled  Egypt 
about  the  period  of  the  exodus,  or  3,300 
years  ago.”  The  skins  when  written  upon 
were  formed  into  rolls.  They  were  rolled 
upon  one  or  two  sticks,  and  fastened  with  a 
thread,  the  ends  of  which  were  sealed.  The 
rolls  were  generally  written  on  one  side 
only.  They  were  divided  into  columns,  the 
upper  margin  to  be  not  less  than  three  fin¬ 
gers  broad,  and  the  lower  not  less  than  four  ; 
and  a  space  of  two  fingers’  breadth  was  to 
be  left  between  every  two  columns.  For 
parchment  or  skins,  a  reed  was  used  for  a 
pen ;  and  the  ink,  generally  black,  was 
lampblack  dissolved  in  gall  juice. — Rev. 
William  II.  Ward. 

16.  Brought  the  king  word  back.  Shap¬ 
han  took  the  new-found  book  to  the  king 
when  he  returned  from  the  temple  to  report 
the  progress  of  the  work. 

Thy  servants.  Namely  Maasiah,  Joali, 
and  Shaphan,  whom  the  king  had  commis¬ 
sioned,  see  verse  8. 

They  did  it.  Rather  they  have  done  it. 

17.  Gathered  the  money.  Rather,  poured 
forth  or  emptied.  The  allusion  is  probably 
to  the  chests  in  which  the  money  had  been 
collected.  This  money  they  had  poured  out 
of  the  chests,  weighed  and  taken  account 
of. — Todii. 

18.  A  Book.  Shaphan  does  not  tell  what 
the  book  is,  but  speaks  of  it  merely  as  a 
book  of  interest,  leaving  the  king  to  find 
out  for  himself,  what  it  is,  if  he  chooses  to 
do  so. 

Bead  it  before  the  king.  Very  probably 
Josiah  had  no  copy  in  his  possession,  as  the 
Mosaic  law  required  the  kings  of  Israel  to 
have . — Cowles. 

Literally,  read  in  it ;  that  is,  read  some 
of  it.  He  did  this  undoubtedly  at  the  re¬ 
quest  of  the  king. 
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Kings  were  accustomed  to  listen  to  read¬ 
ing  for  their  entertainment.  Estk.  vi.  1. 

19.  Words  of  the  law.  No  doubt  the  cur¬ 
ses  which  God  pronounced  against  the 
transgressors  of  the  divine  law.  Levit. 
xxvi.  14,  Deut.  xxviii.  15. — Starke. 

Rent  his  clothes.  A  usual  mode  among 
the  ancients  of  expressing  the  highest  de¬ 
gree  of  sorrow  or  grief. 

From  this  we  may  infer  the  sad  degener¬ 
acy  of  the  times  that  Josiah  had  not  seen 
the  book  of  the  law  until  the  18th  year  of 
his  reign  and  the  26th  of  his  age,  by  which 
he  was  now  brought  into  such  a  consterna¬ 
tion,  that  he  rent  his  clothes,  but  at  the 
same  time  also  his  heart.  Joel  ii.  13. — 
Starke. 

He  had  long  thought  the  case  of  his  king¬ 
dom  bad,  by  reason  of  the  idolatries  and 
impieties  found  among  the  people,  hut 
never  so  bad  as  he  perceived  it  to  be  by  the 
book  of  the  law. 

The  rending  of  his  clothes  signifies  the 
rending  of  his  heart  for  the  dishonor  done 
to  God,  and  the  ruin  he  saw  coming  on  his 
people. — Henry. 

20.  Ahikam,  a  friend  of  Jeremiah  (Jer. 
xxvi.  24).  Abdon,  a  man  of  influence  at 
court.  Asaiah.  Nothing  more  is  known 
of  this  person.— Cook. 

21.  Inquire  of  the  Lord.  Josiah  wanted 
to  find  out  whether  the  measure  of  iniquity 
for  Israel  was  full,  or  if  there  was  still  hope 
for  mercy. — Gerlach. 

In  earlier  times  suoh  inquiry  was  made 
of  the  priest,  who  wore  on  his  ephod  the 
sacred  emblems,  in  the  contemplation  of 
which  his  consciousness  became  filled  with 
light  and  knowledge  on  the  subject  under 
inquiry  (Judges  xviii.  5  ;  1  Sam.  xxx.  7,  8). 

The  ephod,  however,  with  the  TJrim  and 
Thummim,  went  out  of  use  about  the  time 
of  David  ;  and  thenceforth  it  was  almost 
altogether  the  custom,  to  inquire  of  God 
through  one  of  the  prophets  (1  Kings  xxii. 
5,  6,  Jer.  xxi.  2). — Todd. 

Only  a  prophetical  declaration,  the  word 
of  the  Lord,  could  give  him  an  answer  to 
this  question. — Lange. 

Such  a  question  was  not  a  suitable  one  to 
be  decided  by  the  “Urim  and  Thummim”  of 
the  high  priest  (Ex.  xxviii.  30)  for  this  de¬ 
cision  was  usually  given  only  in  brief  sen¬ 


tences  about  doubtful  things  ;  the  question 
must  therefore  be  referred  to  a  prophet. — 
— Gerlach. 

Great  is  the  wrath  of  the  Lord.  Some 
suppose  that  Shaphan  had  just  read  Deut. 
xxviii.  36,  which  so  greatly  alarmed  him  ; 
others  suppose  that  it  was  the  threatnings 
of  Isaiah  (ch.  xxix.) — Starke. 

Josiah  here  refers  to  the  past  distresses 
of  Israel,  and  the  present  miserable  condi¬ 
tion  of  the  larger  part  of  the  country,  not 
without  apprehensions  of  other  evils  still  to 
come. — Todd. 

Our  fathers  have  not  kept.  The  idea  of 
Josiah  is  not  that  God  would  punish  them 
for  the  sins  of  their  fathers  who  had  died, 
but  he  includes  those  who  were  then  still 
living  and  had  followed  the  bad  example  of 
Manasseh  and  Amon  ;  he  means  the  whole 
Jewish  nation  through  all  times,  as  in 
Daniel  ix.  8. — Michaelis. 

Josiah  here  admits  that  the  generations 
immediately  preceding  his  own  possessed 
the  book,  a  copy  of  which  had  been  found  ; 
he  regards  the  loss  of  the  Scriptures,  there¬ 
fore,  as  a  recent  one.  There  are  evidences 
that  in  the  time  of  Hezekiah  the  Scriptures 
were  well  known.  It  was  probably  during 
the  Ion  >■  and  cruel  reign  of  Manasseh,  when 
the  worshippers  of  Jehovah  were  terribly 
persecuted,  and  the  persecution  extended 
perhaps,  as  is  usually  the  case  in  persecu¬ 
tions,  to  their  sacred  books  as  well  as  to 
their  persons,  that  the  Scriptures  disap¬ 
peared. — Todd. 

22.  Iluldah  the  prophetess.  Iluldah,  was 
probably  at  this  time  a  widow.  Her  hus¬ 
band,  Sliallutn,  was  grandson  of  one  Has- 
rah,  “keeper  of  the  wardrobe.” 

Who  dwelt  in  Jerusalem.  The  reason  why 
Josiah  did  not  send  to  Jeremiah  was  per¬ 
haps  that  iluldah  dwelt  in  Jerusalem  and 
was  therefore  near  at  hand,  while  Jeremiah 
was  at  Anatliotli,  preaching  to  his  coun¬ 
trymen. — Starke. 

In  the  college.  Rather  in  the  Misnah , 
taking  the  original  word  as  a  proper  name, 
not  a  school  or  college,  but  a  particular 
suburb  of  Jerusalem.  She  was  held  in  such 
veneration  that  Jewish  writers  say,  she  and 
Jehoiada  the  priest  were  the  only  persons, 
not  of  the  house  of  David  (2  Chron.  xxiv.  16) 
who  were  ever  buried  in  Jerusalem. — J.  F. 

She  may  have  been  more  highly  endowed 
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with  spiritual  gifts  than  any  prophet  of  the 
day,  even  Jeremiah  himself,  and  may  have 
enjoyed  a  corresponding  reputation  and  in¬ 
fluence. 

This  is  not  the  only  instance  in  which  a 
woman  has  been  endowed  with  extraordi¬ 
nary  spiritual  and  prophetic  gifts.  Miriam 
(Exod.  xv.  20  ;  Num.  xii.  2),  Deborah  (Judg. 
iv.  4),  the  wife  of  Isaiah  (Isa.  viii.  3),  Anna 
(Luke  ii.  36),  were  all  of  them  recognized 
prophetesses ;  and  probably  there  were 
many  others  of  whom  these  are  but  repre¬ 
sentatives. 

In  the  New  Testament  dispensation,  the 
gifts  of  the  Spirit  seems  to  have  been  con¬ 
ferred  upon  great  numbers  of  women  (Acts 
xxi.  9  ;  1  Cor.  xi.  5),  and  this  in  fulfillment 
of  aucient  prophecy  (Joel  ii.  28,  29). 

Shallum.  He  was  ‘-keeper  of  the  clothes,” 
that  is,  either  the  royal  wardrobe,  or  rather 
perhaps  the  treasury  out  of  which  changes 
of  garments  were  furnished,  according  to 
Oriental  custom,  for  guests  ;  or  else,  which 
is  more  likely,  the  wardrobe  of  the  sane 
tuary,  containing  the  sacred  vestments  of 
the  priests  (2  Kings  x.  22). 

Basrah.  The  name  and  office  of  the  hus¬ 
band  of  Huldah  are  given,  and  also  the 
names  of  two  of  his  immediate  ancestors,  in 


order  to  show  that  she  occupied  a  distin¬ 
guished  position  in  public  regard. 

The  answer  of  the  prophetess  to  Josiah 
was  an  assurance  in  the  name  of  Jehovah, 
that  all  the  threatenings  contained  in  the 
book  of  the  law  which  had  just  been  found 
should  be  fulfilled  against  the  nation,  be¬ 
cause  of  their  persistent  idolatry  and  wick¬ 
edness.  The  assurance  was,  however,  ac¬ 
companied  with  a  personal  promise  to  the 
king,  that  on  account  of  his  tenderness  and 
humanity  of  heart,  and  his  desire  to  do 
right,  he  should  not  witness  the  ruin  of  his 
people,  but  should  be  gathered  to  his  grave 
in  peace.  Encouraged  by  these  assurances, 
Josiah  assembled  the  people  and  caused  the 
book  of  the  law  to  be  read  to  them  ;  and  in 
concert  with  them,  made  a  solemn  and  gen¬ 
eral  renewal  of  the  covenant.  The  work 
of  reformation  then  went  on  with  renewed 
vigor ;  the  remains  of  idolatry  and  other 
kindred  abominations  were  thoroughly  re¬ 
moved  ;  the  passover  was  celebrated  with  a 
splendor,  and  on  a  scale,  unknown  from  the 
foundation  of  the  kingdom  ;  the  land  was 
seemingly  purified,  and  the  highest  hopes 
were  entertained  for  the  future  of  the  na¬ 
tion. — Todd. 


PRACTICAL  REFLECTIONS. 


God  preserves  his  word  and  does  not  let 
it  be  destroyed.  Jer.  xxxvi.  32  ;  Matt, 
xxiv.  35. — Starke, 

We  should  read  the  word  of  God  not 
super-ficially,  but  with  true  devotion,  rever¬ 
ence,  and  earnestness. — Starke. 

If  our  parents  have  not  properly  served 
the  true  God,  we  must  not  follow  them 
blindly,  but  choose  a  better  way. — Starke. 

Bless  God  that  we  have  plenty  of  Bibles, 
and  that  they  are,  or  may  be  in  all  hands. 
• — Henry. 

The  abundance  of  Bibles  with  which  this 
land  is  favored  will  exceedingly  aggravate 
the  guilt  of  our  national  impiety  ;  for  what 
greater  contempt  of  God  can  we  show  than 
to  refuse  to  read  his  word  ? — Scott. 

Weni  to  the  prophetess  (verse  22).  It  was 
a  mercy  that  when  Bibles  were  scarce  they 
had  prophets  ;  and,  when  prophecy  ceased, 
they  had  more  Bibles. —  Henry. 

Rent  his  clothes  (verse  19).  Men  ought 
to  be  stirred  to  the  depths  of  their  natures 


on  account  of  their  sins.  If  enthusiasm  is 
ever  right  or  noble,  it  is  for  the  escape  from 
sin,  and  the  helping  others  to  escape. 

Those  who  come  to  God’s  book  with  love 
and  desire  for  its  spiritual  truths,  and  to 
obey  them,  will  find  a  new  treasure,  a  rev¬ 
elation  of  God’s  word,  as  marvellous  as 
that  which  came  to  Josiah  through  his  new¬ 
found  Bible. 

The  prevalence  of  impiety,  infidelity,  su¬ 
perstition.  or  licentiousness,  renders  the 
word  of  God  a  neglected  book  ;  and  that 
negloct  reciprocally  augments  these  evils. 
— Scott. 

Go  inquire  (verse  21).  Convictions  of 
sin  should  put  on  the  inquiry,  What  shall 
I  do  to  be  saved  ? — Henry. 

Wrath  poured  out  upon  us  (verse  21). 
Josiah  saw  not  the  promises,  but  the 
threatenings,  because  he  was  conscious  that 
he  deserved  the  wrath.  The  sinner  must 
first  feel  and  realize  the  greatnes  of  his  sin 
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and  danger  ;  then  when  saved  he  can  rest  Those  who  wish  in  their  hearts  to  be 
in  the  promises.  Christians  will  seek  advice  and  help  of 

Sin  always  brings  wrath.  Nowhere  in  others,  to  help  them  understand  God’s 
the  universe  can  one  remain  in  sin,  and  not  word,  and  do  according  to  its  precepts, 
be  exposed  to  the  wrath  of  God. 


QUESTIONS. 


14.  Who  brought  out  this  money?  Verses 

8,  1C,  17. 

For  what  purpose  had  it  been  collected, 
v.  8. 

Who  was  Hilkiah? 

What  book  did  he  find  ? 

How  came  the  Scriptures  to  be  so 
scarce?  2  Kings  xxi.  16. 

15.  Who  was  Shaphan  ? 

What  was  he  doing  at  the  temple  ?  8. 
Who  had  been  associated  with  Shap¬ 
han?  v.  8. 

16.  To  whom  did  Shaphan  bring  the  book  ? 

17.  What  did  he  report  to  the  king  ? 

18.  Did  Shaphan  read  the  whole  of  the  book 

before  the  king? 

19.  What  part  did  he  probably  read  ? 


Why  did  Josiah  rend  his  clothes? 

21 .  What  did  Josiah  want  to  find  uut  ? 

V  ho  can  best  teach  us  the  meaning  of 
God’s  word.  See  Golden  text  and 
John  xiv.  26. 

Why  was  the  wrath  of  God  on  the  Jew¬ 
ish  nation  ? 

22.  Who  was  Huldah  ? 

Why  did  they  go  to  Jeremiah  or  Habia- 
cuch  ? 

What  other  prophetesses  are  mention¬ 
ed  ?  Exod.  xv.  20  ;  Judg.  iv.  4  ;  Nell, 
vi.  14  ;  Isa.  viii,  3  ;  Luke  ii.  36  ;  Acts 
xvi.  16,  xxi.  9  ;  1  Cor.  xi.  5. 

Wliat  answer  did  she  give  ?  Vs.  24-28. 

What  was  Josiah  encouraged  by  it  to> 
do?  Verses  29-33. 


LESSON  III.— APRIL  21.— JEREMIAH  IN  PRISON. 
Jer.  xxxiii.  1-9.  Golden  Text. — Jer.  xxxiii.  3. 


1  M  oreover  the  word  of  the  Lonp  came 
unto  Jer-e-mPah  the  second  time,  while  he 
was  yet  shut  up  in  the  court  of  the  prison, 
saying, 

2  Thus  saith  the  Lord,  the  maker  thereof, 
the  Lord  that  formed  it,  to  establish  it;  The 
Lord  is  his  name ; 

3  Call  unto  me,  and  I  will  answer  thee, 
and  show  thee  great  and  mighty  things,  which 
thou  knowest  not. 

4  For  thus  saith  the  Lord,  the  God  of  Is- 
ra-el,  concerning  the  houses  of  this  city,  and 
concerning  the  houses  of  the  kings  of  Ju’dah, 
which  are  thrown  down  by  the  mounts,  and  by 
the  sword  ; 

5  They  come  to  fight  with  the  Chal-de'ans, 
but  it  is  to  fill  them  with  the  dead  bodies  of 
men,  whom  I  have  slain  in  mine  anger,  and 


in  my  fury,  and  for  all  whose  wickedness  I 
have  hid  my  face  from  this  citv. 

6  Behold,  I  will  bring  it  health  and  cure, 
and  1  will  cure  them,  and  will  reveal  unto 
them  the  abundance  of  peace  and  truth. 

7  And  I  will  cause  the  captivity  of  Ju'dab, 
and  the  captivity  of  Is'ra-el,  to  return,  and 
will  build  them,  as  at  the  first. 

8  And  I  will  cleanse  them  from  all  their 
iniquity,  whereby  they  have  sinned  against 
me  ;  and  1  will  pardon  all  their  iniquities, 
whereby  they  have  sinned,  and  whereby  they 
have  transgressed  against  me. 

9  And  it  shall  be  to  me  a  name  of  joy,  a 
praise  and  an  honor  before  all  the  nations  of 
the  earth,  which  shall  hear  all  the  good  that  I 
do  unto  them  :  and  they  shall  fear  and  tremble 
for  all  the  goodness,  and  for  all  the  prosperity, 
that  I  procure  unto  it. 


GOLDEN  TEXT.-— Call  unto  me,  and  I  will  answer  thee,  and  show  thee  great  and 
mighty  things,  which  thou  knowest  not.  Verse  3. 

TOPICS,— Imprisoned.  Comforted.  Assured. 
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PARAPHRASE 

1.  The  word  of  the  Lord  came  for  the 
second  time  after  he  was  put  in  prison  (see 
ch.  xxxii.  1,  2)  and  soon  after  the  first 
time,  whilst  he  was  still  confined  to  the 
court  of  the  prison,  and  said, 

2.  Thus  saith  the  Lord  who  does  this 
which  was  promised  in  the  previous  chap¬ 
ter,  who  has  determined  this  in  his  allwise 
providence  and  who  will  also  accomplish  it 
in  its  proper  time,  the  Lord  Jehovah  is  my 
name,  and  as  such  I  will  manifest  myself 
in  deed  and  in  truth. 

8.  Call  upon  me,  O  Jeremiah,  only  hold 
on  in  believing  prayer,  as  thou  hast  done 
(ch  15,  ch.  82)  and  I  will  continue  to  an¬ 
swer  thee  by  prophet:c  visions  and  revela¬ 
tions;  yea,  I  will  show  thee  great  and 
mighty  wonderful  things  which  are  hidden 
as  yet  in  my  purpose,  which  thou  doest  not 
know  and  canst  not  know  out  of  thine  own 
wisdom. 

4.  For  thus  sailh  the  Lord,  the  God  of 
Israel,  concerning  the  houses  of  this  city  of 
Jerusalem,  and  concerning  the  houses  of 
the  kings  of  Judah,  a  great  part  of  which 
are  broken  down  to  make  bulwarks  of  de¬ 
fense  out  of  their  materials  against  the 
works  and  swords  of  the  besiegers,  which 
were  erected  inside  of  the  walls,  in  order  to 
continue  to  defend  themselves  if  the  Chal¬ 
deans  should  break  through  the  outer  wall. 

5.  They  who  have  come  to  the  assistance 
of  the  city  to  fight  against  the  Chaldeans, 
have  only  contributed  to  fill  the  houses  of 
Jerusalem  with  the  dead  bodies  of  those 
whom  I  have  slain  in  mine  anger  by  the 
sword  of  the  Chaldeans  ;  for  I  have  turned 
my  face  away  from  this  city  on  account  of 


OF  THE  TEXT. 

their  wickedness,  because  they  have  turned 
their  backs  upon  me. 

6.  Behold,  I  will  heal  the  inhabitants  of 
Jerusalem  and  make  them  whole  and  in 
answer  to  their  prayer  I  will  grant  them 
peace  and  reveal  to  them  the  truth  ;  I  will 
assure  them  of  such  a  constant  and  joyful 
peace  as  they  had  never  expected  to  realize. 
Ps.  Ixxxv.  2. 

7'  For  I  will  bring  the  captives  of  Judah 
and  the  captives  of  Israel  back  from  Baby¬ 
lon,  and  I  will  build  them  up  and  establish 
them  as  at  first ;  in  great  numbers  they 
shall  return,  as  the  true  members  of  my 
church,  as  they  were  in  the  beginning  dur¬ 
ing  David’s  and  Solomon’s  times,  before 
they  had  apostatized  from  me  and  fallen 
into  idolatry. 

8.  And  when  they  shall  have  heartily  re¬ 
pented  of  their  sins  and  sought  for  mercy, 
then  I  will  cleanse  them  from  all  their  in¬ 
iquity,  both  from  the  guilt  and  the  domin¬ 
ion  of  sin,  (Ileb.  ix.  14),  namely  those  sins 
which  they  have  committed  against  me 
during  the  long  period  of  their  apostacy,  I 
even  I,  their  God  will  on  their  heartfelt  re¬ 
pentance  forgive  those  heinous  sins  which 
they  have  committed  against  me. 

9.  And  this  pardoning  of  sins  and  restor¬ 
ation  of  the  captive,  but  converted  Israel, 
shall  be  to  me  called  a  joy,  a  praise  and  an 
honor  among  all  the  heathen  nations  of  the 
earth,  when  they  shall  hear  of  the  good 
that  I  will  do  unto  them.  And  they  will 
be  astonished  and  filled  with  reverential 
awe  when  they  realize  all  the  good,  the 
peace  and  joy  and  prosperity  that  I  shall 
confer  upon  them. 


ANALYSIS  OF  THE  LESSON. 


Promise  of  Deliverance  of  Israel 
from  Captivity. 

I.  The  introduction  to  it ; 

1.  An  historical  statement  ;  1. 

2.  An  exhortation  to  prayer  ; 
a.  Who  exhorts  him  ;  2. 
i.’How  he  did  this  ;  3. 

II.  The  import  of  the  promise  ; 

1.  The  present  deplorable  condition  ; 


а.  Its  nature  ;  4. 

б.  Its  extent ;  5. 

2.  The  future  restoration  ; 

a.  Its  character ; 

(1)  The  ground  of  it,  I  will  heal  ;  6 

b.  The  restoration  itself ; 

(a)  Temporally  ;  7. 

(5)  Spiritually ;  8. 

III.  The  effect  of  it  upon  the  heathen  ;  9. 
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HISTORICAL 

Josiah  had  three  sons  ;  the  people  made 
the  second  son  king  instead  of  the  oldest. 
His  name  was  Jehoahaz  ;  he  was  tierce 
like  a  lion  and  loved  war,  but  he  only 
reigned  three  months.  Then  Pharaoh,  king 
of  Egypt,  took  him  prisoner  and  sent  him 
in  chains  to  Egypt,  and  he  never  came  back. 
Pharaoh  set  Jelioiakim  the  oldest  son  of 
Josiali,  on  the  throne.  Jelioiakim  agreed 
to  pay  the  king  of  Egypt  a  large  sum  of 
money,  which  he  raised  by  making  each 
one  of  his  people  pay  a  part  ;  this  made 
them  very  angry.  Nebuchadnezzar,  king 
of  Babylon,  bound  him  in  chains  to  carry 
him  to  Babylon  ;  he  also  took  a  number  of 
the  beautiful  golden  vessels  from  the  tem¬ 
ple,  and  many  of  the  young  princes,  among 
whom  was  Daniel.  This  is  called  ‘  ‘ the  first 
captivity." 

Jolioiakim’s  son,  Jehoiachin,  eighteen 
years  old,  then  reigned,  -but  only  for  three 
months,  for  Nebuchadnezzar  sent  his  army 
back  to  Jerusalem  ;  and  as  even  in  that 
short  time  he  had  done  many  evil  deeds, 
God  gave  Jehoiachin  into  the  hands  of  Ne¬ 
buchadnezzar,  who  now  seized  all  the 
treasures  in  the  Lord’s  house  and  in  the 
palace,  and  took  captive  all  the  chief  people 
and  the  workmen,  leaving  only  the  poorest 
and  weakest.  This  is  called  “the  second 
captivity." 

Nebuchadnezzar  placed  a  king  over  what 


CONNECTION. 

was  left  ;  it  was  Zedekiah,  uncle  of  Jehoia¬ 
chin,  and  youngest  son  of  the  good  king 
Josiali. 

Zedekiah,  the  youngest  son  of  Josiah,  was 
now  king.  Though  Nebuchadnezzar  had 
taken  so  many  of  the  people  to  Babylon, 
Zedekiah  might  still  have  been  happy  if  he 
had  done  right,  but  he  did  evil  .  The  Lord 
had  given  to  Judah  a  good  prophet  named 
Jeremiah,  who  began  oven  while  good  Josiah 
lived  to  warn  the  people  of  the  punishment 
which  God  would  send.  Jelioiakim  had 
shut  him  up  in  prison,  but  he  could  not  hin¬ 
der  him  from  speaking  the  Lord’s  message 
even  there.  Zedekiah  had  not  treated  him 
badly  at  first :  but  when  Jeremiah  said  to 
him,  “Thus  saitli  the  Lord,  Behold,  I  will 
give  this  city  into  the  hands  of  the  king  of 
Babylon,  and  he  shall  burn  it  with  fire,  and 
thou  slialt  surely  be  taken,”  then  the  king 
angrily  sent  Jeremiah  to  prison,  as  if  that 
would  prevent  these  things.  However,  he 
let  the  prophet  walk  about  the  courtyard  of 
the  prison.  A  glorious  message  from  the 
Lord  came  to  Jeremiah  in  the  prison  court¬ 
yard.  It  was  that,  though  the  people  must 
be  taken  captives  to  Babylon,  they  should 
afterward  return,  and  their  sins  should  be 
cleansed,  their  wickedness  forgiven,  and 
they  should  again  be  a  joy  and  a  praise  and 
an  honor,  for  all  the  earth  should  know  how 
good  the  Lord  was  to  them. — Kehnedy. 


BLACKBOARD  EXERCISES 


Draw  a  grated  window  as  an  emblem  of  a  prison! 
in  which  Jeremiah  was  incarcerated.  Refer  to¬ 
other  good  men  imprisoned  for  their  faithfulness, 
such  as  Joseph,  Daniel  in  the  lion’s  den,  John  the 
Baptist,  Peter,  Paul,  John  at  Patmos.  “Blessed 
are  they  that  are  persecuted  for  righteousness  sake, 
for  their' s  is  the  kingdom  of  heaven.  Matt.  v.  10, 


THE  WORLD  GIVES 

THE  LORD  GIVES 

WEAKNESS, 

HEALTH, 

H1STKESS. 

|%  EACE, 

■  Iestruction, 

K#  ABDON, 

IIeath, 

1  ROSPERITY, 

CAPTIVITY. 

FREEDOM. 

WHICH  WILE  YOU  CHOOSE? 
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EXPLANATORY  NOTES. 


Jeremiah,  son  of  Hilkiali ;  born  in  Anath- 
oth,  4  miles  north-east  of  Jerusalem  ;  began 
prophesying  637  B.  C.  ;  proclaimed  that 
Judah  would  be  in  captivity  to  Babylon  for 
70  years,  after  which  time  it  would  be  de¬ 
livered  ;  imprisoned  and  threatened  with 
death  by  the  men  of  Judah  ;  went  into 
Egypt  with  the  remnant  left  after  Jerusa¬ 
lem  was  taken  ;  was  alive  570  B.  C. 

Tradition  says  he  was  stoned  to  death  in 
Egypt.  Jeremiah  was  contemporary  with 
five  kings  of  Judah — viz.,  Josiah,  Jehoia- 
kim,  Jehoahaz,  Jehoiacliin,  and  Zedekiah  ; 
and  with  five  prophets — viz.,  Zephaniah, 
Habakkuk,  Daniel,  Ezekiel,  and  probably 
Obadiah . 

Chaldeans.  The  inhabitants  of  Chal¬ 
dea,  on  the  Euphrates  and  the  Tigris 
Rivers.  They  were  descendants  of  Cush. 
After  625  B.  C.  all  Babylonia  was  included 
in  “the  land  of  the  Chaldeans.” 

The  second  time,  that  the  Lord  spake  to 
him  in  prison.  The  first  time  that  the  Lord 
spake  to  him  in  prison  is  given  in  clia- 
xxxii.  1,  2. 

Shut  upi  It  is  evident  that  king  Zede¬ 
kiah  was  well  affected  toward  Jeremiah  ; 
for  he  thrice  asked  his  advice  ;  first  by  pub¬ 
lic  embassy  (ch.  xxxvii.  3),  and  subse¬ 
quently  by  secret  ich.  xxxvii.  17  ;  xxvviii. 
14)  ;  but  he  was  far  too  weak  a  man  to  be 
capable  of  energetic  action  in  his  behalf, 
and  so  allowed  him  to  be  imprisoned  and 
persecuted. 

The  court  of- the  prison.  Rather  the  court 
of  the  guard,  a  part  of  the  king’s  palace 
(Neb.  iii.  25),  probably  where  the  royal 
guard  had  its  quarters. 

There  would  no  doubt  always  be  a  pick- 
ett  on  duty  in  the  guard  chamber  at  the  en¬ 
trance  of  the  court,  but  in  his  own  apart¬ 
ment  Jeremiah  was  probably  left  unmo¬ 
lested. — Todd. 

The  city  had  been  besieged  by  the  Chal¬ 
deans,  and  was  tottering  to  its  fall,  when 
the  approach  of  the  Egyptian  army  gave 
the  inhabitants  hope  of  aid  ;  and  for  a  short 
time  the  Chaldeans  departed  from  Jerusa¬ 
lem.  Then  Zedakiah  sent  to  Jeremiah, 
asking  him  to  pray  unto  the  Lord  for  them, 
probably  expecting  that  he  would  intercede 
for  the  city,  as  Isaiah  had  done  in  the  days 


of  Hezekiah  (Isa.  xxxvii.  6).  .Jeremiah’s 
answer  was  more  unfavorable  than  he  had 
given  before.  It  was  that  the  Egyptians 
would  accomplish  nothing,  aud  that  the 
Chaldeans  would  return,  and  take  the  city. 
The  princes  were  angry  with  Jeremiah, 
smote  him,  and  put  him  in  prison.  Zede¬ 
kiah,  on  the  renewal  of  the  siege,  sent  and 
took  him  out,  and  secretly  ordered  him 
brought  to  his  palace,  where  he  again  con¬ 
sulted  him,  bur  with  Jhe  same  result.  Jer¬ 
emiah  prays  for  milder  treatment.  Zede¬ 
kiah,  who  was  of  a  kindly  disposition,  and 
remembered  Jeremiah  as  an  honored 
prophet  in  the  days  of  his  father,  now  gives 
him  roomy  quarters  in  the  court  of  the 
guard,  where  he  wrote  the  cheerful  prophecy 
contained  in  chs.  30-33  (a  part  of  which  i3 
embraced  in  our  lesson)  ;  and  as  provisions 
were  growing  scarce,  he  ordered  that  a  loaf 
of  bread  should  lie  given  him  every  day. 
The  purpose  of  the  princes  was  frustrated 
by  his  removal  to  the  guard-house,  as  he 
was  there  constantly  in  contact  with  the 
soldiery,  and  his  friends  had  free  access  to 
him.  Shortly,  therefore,  before  the  cap¬ 
ture  of  the  city,  they  determined  upon  the 
prophet’s  death  ;  and,  with  the  unwilling 
assent  of  Zedekiah,  he  was  thrown  into  a 
miry  pit. — Cook. 

He  was  afterwards  taken  from  this  horri¬ 
ble  place  by  Ebed-melech,  and  sent  back  to 
the  court  of  the  prison,  where  he  remained 
at  the  capture  of  the  city.  (See  chs.  37-38.) 

Prison.  In  the  time  of  the  kings,  the 
prison  appears  to  have  been  an  appendage, 
of  the  palace,  or  special  part  of  it.  Later 
still,  it  is  distinctly  described  as  being  in 
the  king’s  house.  This  was  the  case  also 
at  Babylon.  But  private  houses  were  some¬ 
times  used  as  places  of  confinement,  proba¬ 
bly  much  as  Chardin  describes  Persian 
prisons  in  his  day  ;  namely,  houses  kept  by 
private  speculators  for  prisoners  to  b@ 
maintained  there  at  their  own  cost.  Pub¬ 
lic  prisons,  other  than  these,  though  in  use 
by  the  Canaanitish  nations,  were  unknown 
in  Judaea  previous  to  the  captivity. 

One  of  the  readiest  places  for  confine- 
men  Swas  a  dry  or  partially  dry  well  or  pit  ? 
but  the  usual  place  appears,  in  the  time  of 
Jeremiah,  and  in  general,  to  have  been  ae- 
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cessible  to  visitors.— Smith’s  Bible  Dic¬ 
tionary. 

2.  Thus  saith  the  Lord ,  the  maker  thereof, 
the  Lord  that  formed  it,  &c.  In  this  the 
meaning  of  the  verse  is,  “Thus  saith  the 
Lord,  who  will  surely  create  Israel  anew, 
who  wrill  faithfully  perform  those  good 
words  of  his  promise,  and  will  do  all  that 
lie  hath  said.” — Cowles. 

According  to  Canon  Cook,  the  verbs  here 
are  simply  used  impersonally,  and  mean, 
“the  Lord  who  makes,”  “who  forms,” 
“who  establishes.” 

The  Lord  is  his  name.  Jehovah,  the  cov¬ 
enant  name  of  God,  was  given  as  a  pledge 
of  his  faithfulness  to  his  promises  and  to 
his  people  :  see  Exod.  iii.  14,  15.  The  fact 
that  God’s  name  was  .Jehovah  was  there¬ 
fore  often  referred  to  as  a  ground  of  hope 
and  confidence. — Todd. 

3.  Call.  This  is  addressed  to  the 
prophet. 

Mighty.  Rather,  difficult.  The  great 
and  difficult  things  referred  to  are  the  de¬ 
liverance  and  restoration  of  the  people  of 
Israel,  promised  in  the  following  verses. 
Such  a  restoration  was  difficult  to  bring 
about,  and  difficult  to  believe  in  or  even  con¬ 
ceive  of. 

Thou  knottiest  not.  The  views  and  proph¬ 
ecies  of  Jeremiah  had  been  for  the  most 
part  dark  and  threatening  :  he  had  not  as 
yet  looked  beyond  the  storm,  and  seen  the 
clouds  clearing  away,  or  thought  of  such  a 
thing  as  possible. 

These  mighty  things  are  shown  in  the  fol¬ 
lowing  verses. 

Note  here  that  asking  is  before  receiving  ; 
the  calling  on  God  in  prayer  before  the  an¬ 
swer,  and  before  the  showing  of  great  and 
otherwise  dark,  unknown  things.  This  is 
the  precious,  divine  order,  designed  of  God 
to  draw  his  people  very  near  to  himself.— 
Cowlf.s. 

4.  Houses. . . .  thrown  down.  “In ancient 
sieges,  as  the  works  of  the  enemy  ap¬ 
proached  the  walls,  it  was  usual  to  build  in¬ 
ner  fortifications  ;  and  for  this  purpose 
houses  were  pulled  down,  both  to  give  the 
vacant  space  necessary,  and  also  to  supply 
materials.  Compare  Isa.  xxii.  10.” 

By  the  mounts,  and  by  the  sword.  Rather, 
against  the  mounts,  and  against  the  sword. 


The  mounts  were  mounds  of  earth  thrown 
up  by  the  besiegers,  on  which  they  erected 
their  battering-rams,  catapults,  and  other 
engines  of  war  Jer.  vi.  6  ;  Ezek.  iv.  2  ;  xvii. 
27. 

Swords  were  used  by  the  besiegers  in  dig¬ 
ging  a  passage  through  the  walls  , — unless, 
as  some  think,  the  word  is  sometimes  used 
to  denote  other  sharp  instruments :  see 
Ezek.  xxvi.  9.  where  the  word  for  “sword” 
is  translated  in  our  version,  “axes.” — Todd. 

This  verse,  with  the  next,  calls  the  mind 
to  the  fearful  ruin  of  Jewish  homes  and 
families,  in  order  to  give  a  vivid  view  of  the 
desolation  which  is  about  to  fall  on  the  en¬ 
tire  city  and  people.  But  this  vivid  view 
is  given  only  to  set  off  in  the  stronger  light, 
the  greatness  of  the  mercy  that  will  surely 
restore,  rebuild,  and  bless. — Cowles. 

5.  They.  That  is,  not  the  houses,  but 
the  people,  the  Jews. 

Ghaldceans.  Olialdsea  was  the  lower  or 
southern  half,  as  Assyria  was  the  upper  or 
northern  half,  of  the  great  valley  of  the 
Tigris  and  Euphrates. 

It  was  the  cradle  of  the  human  family, 
becoming  an  empire  as  early,  probably,  as 
2500  B.  C.,  and  remaining  it. 

To  f.ll  them  with  dead  bodies.  The  Jew¬ 
ish  soldiers  go  to  fight  with  the  Chaldaeans, 
but  with  no  other  result  than  to  fill  these 
houses  with  their  dead,  slain  of  the  Lord 
himself  (through  the  instrumentality  of  the 
Chaldoeans),  for  their  sins.  So  distinctly 
are  they  to  see  God’s  hand  in  their  defeat 
and  ruin. — Cowles. 

Jerusalem  was  besieged  ;  they  that  came 
to  fight  with  the  Clialdseans,  to  beat  them 
off  the  siege,  provoked  the  enemy  to  more 
fierce  and  furious  assaults,  so  that  the 
houses  in  Jerusalem  were  filled  with  dead’ 
bodies  of  men  who  died  of  the  wounds  they 
had  received  in  sallying  out  upon  the  be¬ 
siegers. — Henry. 

The  allies  who  come  to  assist  the  Jews, 
or  the  Jews  themselves  effected  nothing  by 
resisting  the  Clialdseans,  except  the  prolon¬ 
gation  and  increase  of  their  own  miseries  ; 
whilst  their  houses  were  filled  with  the 
dead  bodies  of  such  as  the  Lord  slew  by 
famine,  pestilence  and  the  sword. — Scott. 

Slain  in  my  anger.  God  says  they  were 
such  as  he  had  slain  in  his  anger,  for  the 
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enemies’  sword  was  his  sword,  and  their 
anger  his  anger. 

Hid  my  face  from  this  city.  It  seems 
they  were  generally  such  as  had  distin¬ 
guished  themselves  by  their  wickedness, 
for  they  were  the  very  men  for  whose  wick¬ 
edness  God  did  now  hide  himself  from  the 
city. — Henry. 

6.  7  bring  it  health  and  cure.  Literally,  I 
will  lay  upon  it  a  bandage  and  healing  ;  i.  e. 
a  healing  bandage,  a  plaster  with  healing 
medicines. — Cook. 

The  nation  is  likened  to  one  who  is  sick, 
whom,  when  he  has  learned  the  lessons  his 
sickness  should  teach,  the  Lord  will  bring 
to  health,  the  normal  moral  condition  of  a 
people,  when  all  parts  act  right  in  holiness 
and  in  prosperity. 

I  will  cure  them.  The  first  clause  prom¬ 
ised  that  the  ruins  of  the  city  should  be  re¬ 
paired  ;  this  gives  similar  comfort  to  the 
inhabitants. 

Will  reveal.  The  meaning  is  “God  will 
open  before  them  a  hidden  treasure  whence 
they  may  take  an  abundance  of  peace  and 
truth,  that  is  security  arising  from  God’s 
faithfulness. 

Peace  and  truths  ;  i.  e.,  genuine,  lasting 
prosperty  in  abundance.  First,  truth  to 
God  and  to  righteousness,  abundance  of 
the  knowledge  of  God’s  truth,  and  obedi¬ 
ence  to  it ;  and  then  the  natural  fruit  of 
truth,  peace  wliioh  flows  like  a  river. 

7.  The  captivity  of  Judah. . .  .of  Ierael  to 
return.  The  two  kingdoms  are  grouped  to¬ 
gether  in  this  promise,  without  respect  to 
their  lormer  separation.  Israel  never  re¬ 
turned  as  a  separate  kingdom  ;  but  many 
of  them  joined  with  the  people  of  Judah  in 
the  new  kingdom  formed  after  the  restor¬ 
ation 

Those  who  returned  under  Zerubabel 
were  chiefly  those  of  Judah,  Benjamin  and 
Levi,  yet  afterwards  many  of  all  the  other 
tribes  returned. 

This  promise  refers  in  part  to  the  return 
after  the  70  years’  captivity  ;  but  looks  for 
its  complete  fulfillment  to  the  Messianic 
times,  when  all  believers  in  Christ  shall  be¬ 
long  to  the  people  of  promise  through  Jesus 
Christ,  and  shall  be  restored  to  the  glorious 
liberty  of  the  gospel.  It  may  look  to  the 
final  restoration  of  the  Jews  to  Palestine. 


8.  Will  cleanse  them.  The  forgiveness  of 
sins,  consequent  upon  repentance,  is  the 
distinctive  mark  of  the  new  covenant.  See 
Jer.  xxxi.  33,  34  ;  Heb.  viii.  8-131 

Behold,  see  what  divine  love  inspires,  and 
divine  power  will  perform.  This  city,  so 
terribly  cursed  by  its  sins  and  desolated  by 
the  Chaldsean  armies,  1  will  surely  heal  and 
restore.  Those  great  sins  I  will  freely  for¬ 
give,  and  those  polluted  souls  I  will  cleanse . 
Such  is  the  beginning  of  this  wonderful 
strain  of  promise  for  Zion. — Cowles. 

Pardon.  'There  is  an  essential  difference 
between  cleansing  and  pardon.  A  man 
may  be  pardoned,  that  is,  personally  for¬ 
given,  without  having  either  his  legal  guilt 
and  responsibility,  or  his  love  of  sin,  which 
will  lead  him  to  further  transgression, 
removed.  So,  on  the  other  hand,  a  man 
may  be  cleansed  from  guilt,  and  from 
sinful  affections,  without  being  personally 
forgiven.  The  promise  in  this  verse  is  all- 
inclusive. 

By  sin  they  are  become  filthy  and  odious 
to  God’s  holiness,  but  God  will  cleanse 
them. 

By  sin  they  are  become  guilty  and  obnoy- 
ious  to  his  justice  ;  but  he  will  pardon,  will 
remove  the  punishment  to  which  for  sin 
they  were  bound  over.  All  who  by  sancti-, 
fying  grace  are  cleansed  from  the  filth  of 
sin,  are  by  pardoning  mercy  freed  from  the 
guilt  of  it. — Henry. 

9.  A  name  of  joy.  Jerusalem  thus  re¬ 
built,  Judah,  thus  repeopled,  shall  be  as 
pleasing  to  God  as  ever  they  have  been 
provoking,  and  a  praise  and  »n  honor  before 
all  the  nations. — Henry. 

They  shall  glorify  God  by  their  services, 
and  he  shall  glorify  himself  by  his  favors. 
— Henry. 

Nations  fear  and  tremble.  The  wonders 
of  their  return  out  of  Babylon  shall  make 
as  great  a  noise  in  the  world  as  ever  the 
wonders  of  their  return  from  Egypt  did. 

The  people  of  God  themselves  shall  fear 
and  tremble  ;  they  shall  be  much  surprised 
at  it,  and  shall  fear  to  offend  so  good  a  God 
and  forfeiting  his  favor.  Hos.  iii.  5. 

The  neighboring  nations  shall  fear,  shall 
look  upon  the  prosperity  of  the  Jewish  na¬ 
tion  as  really  formidable  and  shall  be  afraid 
of  making  them  their  enemies. 
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When  the  church  is  fair  as  the  sun,  and 
clear  as  the  moon,  she  is  terrible  as  an 
army  with  banners. — Henry, 

This  great  deliverance  will  be  so  great 
and  so  signal  as  to  impress  all  the  heathen 
nations.  The  Lord  will  get  to  himself 
honor  and  praise  before  them  all.  They 
will  hear  of  the  great  blessings  the  Lord 
has  brought  upon  his  people,  and  will  fear 
and  tremble  before  him  as  one  who,  being 
infinite  in  power  to  save  his  people,  must 
be  alike  infinite  in  power  to  overwhelm  his 
foes.— Cowles. 

These  promises  go  on  through  the  chap¬ 
ter  ;  they  are  great  and  glorious.  They 
were  promised  a  return  after  70  years’  cap¬ 
tivity  ;  but  that  was  the  beginning  of  the 
complete  fulfillment  which  will  come 
through  our  Lord  Jesus  Christ. 

The  prophecy  here  recorded  is  one  of  the 


fullest  and  richest  of  the  many  that  were 
given  to  the  Jews.  One  peculiarity  of  it  is, 
that  it  was  given  before  the  evil  that  had 
been  threatened  had  fully  come.  .Jerusa¬ 
lem  had  not  yet  fallen.  The  prophet  looked 
forward  to  the  morning,  while  the  night 
had  not  yet  come.  As  to  the  fulfillment  of 
the  prophecy,  it  is  true  that  the  “captivity” 
of  the  Jews  returned  after  about  seventy 
years,  and  the  nation  rose  to  a  considerable 
degree  of  prosperity,  not,  however,  to  any 
such  prosperity  as  could  be  called  a  fulfill¬ 
ment  of  this  prophecy.  We  are  to  regard 
this  and  similar  prophecies  given  to  the 
people  of  God,  as  distined  to  receive  their 
accomplishment  in  the  future  history  of  the 
Christian  church,  which,  as  the  ti  ne  Israel, 
has  entered  into  the  inheritance  of  the 
promises,  rather  than  as  fulfilled  in  any 
thing  that  has  been,  or  is  to  be,  in  the  his¬ 
tory  of  the  Jewish  people. — Todd. 


PRACTICAL  REFLECTIONS. 


Verse  1.  Good  men  for  their  very  faith¬ 
fulness  are  persecuted  by  the  wicked  whom 
they  reprove. 

No  confinement  can  deprive  God’s  people 
of  his  presence.  Paul’s  sweetest  epistles 
'^ere  those  dated  out  of  a  prison. — IIenrt. 

Verse  3.  Those  who  expect  comfort  from 
God  must  continue  instant  in  prayer. — 
Henry. 

God  gives  us  not  only  greater  things,  in 
answer  to  prayer,  than  we  ask,  but  greater 
than  we  can  even  think.  Jeremiah  had  no 
conception  of  the  ultimate  fulfillment  of  the 
jiromises  made  to  him  in  prison,  while  a 
Babylonian  arfliy  was  besieging  the  city. — 
Peloubet. 

Verse  5.  The  natural  consequences  of 
sin  are  the  expressions  of  God’s  feelings  to¬ 
ward  sin.  God  is  not  a  dead,  impersonal 
God,  but  a  living  spirit  who  is  full  of  feel¬ 
ing. — Peloubet. 

No  wicked  person  can  see  God's  face. 
Their  eyes  are  blinded  by  sin. 


Verse  0.  Sin  is  like  a  disease,  an  unnat¬ 
ural,  disordered  state  of  the  soul,  working 
pain  and  death. 

Righteousness  is  like  health, — the  normal, 
natural  condition  of  the  soul,  bringing  free¬ 
dom,  peace,  enjoyment,  and  eternal  life. 
— Peloubet. 

Verse  7.  God  is  full  of  mercy,  as  well  as 
severity,  of  love  as  well  as  punishment,  in 
Older  to  draw  his  people  to  himself. 

Verse  8.  God  provides  in  Jesus  Christ 
the  two  things  that  sinners  need — pardon 
for  sin  and  cleansing  from  the  sinful  nature. 

It  is  joy  to  God  to  pardon  and  restore. 
He  hath  no  pleasure  in  the  death  of  him 
that  dieth. 

God’s  goodness  to  his  own  people  makes 
sinners  fear  and  tremble.  And  the  more 
glorious  and  powerful  his  works  for  the 
good,  the  more  terrible  is  such  a  God  to 
those  that  sin  against  him. 


QUESTIONS. 


1.  Who  was  Jeremiah  ?  Jer.  i.  1. 

Where  was  he  born  ? 

What  did  he  write  besides  prophecies? 
1  Chron.  xxxv.  7,  25,  and  Lamenta¬ 
tions. 

How  came  he  to  be  shut  up  in  prison  ? 
JJar.  xxxii.  1,  2. 


What  was  his  real  offense?  Jer.  xxxii.  3. 
What  is  meant  by  the  court  of  the 
prison  ? 

Who  was  king  of  Judah  at  this  time? 
What  does  the  Lord  call  himself  in  this 

verse  ? 

What  is  the  meaning  of  this  name  ? 
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3.  Who  was  exhorted  to  call  on  the  Lord  ? 
What  were  those  mighty  things  which 

he  would  show  him ? 

4.  How  were  sieges  conducted  in  ancient 

times? 

Why  were  the  houses  thrown  down  ? 
What  were  the  “mounts?” 

5.  Who  were  the  Chaldseans  ? 

Who  was  their  king  ?  Jer.  xxxii.  1. 

How  many  times  had.  they  besieged  Je¬ 
rusalem?  2  Kings  xxiv.  1,  11. 

Why  were  many  of  the  Jews  slain  ? 

6. -  What  promise  was  given  in  the  golden 

text  ? 

What  promise  is  given  in  this  verse? 


How  could  they  have  abundance  of 
peace?  Isa.  xlviii.  18,  22. 

7.  What  is  meant  by  captivity  returned  ? 
When  was  the  promise  fulfilled?  Jer. 

xxix.  10. 

What  more  complete  fulfillment  ?  Jer. 
xxxi.  81-35  ;  xxxiii.  15  ;  Heb.  viii. 
10. 

8.  What  better  things  will  he  do  for  them?. 

9.  What  is  meant  by  “a  name  of  joy  ?” 
How  does  this  illustrate  Ps.  xl.  3? 
When  was  the  promise  of  a  return  from 

captivity  fulfilled  ?  Ezra  i.  1-5. 

To  whom  are  all  the  promises  to  the 
Jews  fulfilled  spiritually  ? 


LESSON  IV.— APRIL  28.— THE  RECHABITES. 
Jer.  xxxv.  12-19.  Goi.den  Text. — Jer.  xxxv.  13. 


12  Then  came  the  word  of  the  Lord  unto 
Jer-e-mPah,  saying, 

13  i  Thus  saith  the  Lord  of  hosts,  the  God 
of  Is'ra-el,  Go  and  tell  the  men  of  JuMah, 
and  the  inhabitants  of  Je-ru'sa-lem,  Will  ye 
not  receive  instruction  to  hearken  to  my  words  ■ 
saith  the  Lord. 

14  The  words  of  Jon'a  dab  the  son  of  Re'- 
chab,  that  he  commanded  his  gons  not  to  drink 
wine,  are  performed  ;  for  unto  this  day  they 
drank  none,  but  obey  their  father’s  command¬ 
ment  :  notwithstanding  I  have  spoken  unto 
you,  rising  early  and  speaking  ;  but  ye  hear¬ 
kened  not  unto  me. 

15  l  have  sent  also  unto  you  all  mv  ser¬ 
vants  the  prophets,  rising  up  early  and  send¬ 
ing  them ,  saying,  Return  ye  now  every  man 
from  his  evil  way,  and  amenp  your  doings, 
and  go  not  after  other  gods  to  serve  them,  and 
ye  shall  dwell  in  the  land  which  I  have  given 
to  you  and  to  your  fathers :  but  ye  have  not 
inclined  your  ear,  nor  hearkened  unto  me. 

GOLDEN  TEXT. — Will  ye  not  receive 
the  Lord.  Verse  13. 

TOPICS. — Obedience.  Disobedience. 


lfi  Because  the  sons  of  Jon'a-dab  the  son 
of  Re'chab  have  performed  the  commandment 
of  their  father,  which  he  commanded  them; 
but  this  people  hath  not  hearkened  unto  me: 

17  Therefore  thus  saith  the  Lord  God  of 
hosts,  the  God  of  Is'ra-el ;  Behold,  I  will  bring 
upon  Ju'dah  and  upon  all  the  inhabitants  of 
Je-ru'sa-lem  all  the  evil  that  I  have  pronoun¬ 
ced  against  them  :  because  I  have  spoken  unto 
them,  but  they  have  not  heard  ;  and  I  have 
called  unto  them,  but  they  have  not  answered. 

18  And  Jer-e-mi'ah  said  unto  the  house  of 
the  Re'ehab-ites,  Thus  saith  the  Lord  of 
hosts,  the  God  of  Is'ra-el ;  Because  ye  have 
obeyed  the  commandment  of  Jon'a-dab  your 
father,  and  kept  all  his  precepts,  and  done  ac¬ 
cording  unto  all  that  he  hath  commanded 
you  ; 

19  Therefore  thus  saith  the  Lord  of  hosts, 
the  God  of  Is'ra-el ;  Jon'a-dab  the  son  <>f  Re'- 
chab  shall  not  want  a  man  to  stand  before  me 
forever. 

instruction  to  hearken  to  my  words  ?  saith 
Csmsequence. 


PARAPHRASE  OF  THE  TEXT. 


12.  Then,  that  is,  soon  after  wine  had 
been  set  before  the  Rechabites  and  they  re¬ 
fused  to  drink  it,  the  word  of  the  Lord 
came  again  to  Jeremiah  and  said, 

13.  Thus  saith  the  Lord  of  hosts,  the  God 
of  Israel,  Go  out  of  your  own  private  apart¬ 
ment  and  speak  to  the  inhabitants  of  Judah, 
who  have  assembled  in  the  court  of  the 
palace,  go  also  into  the.  city  of  Jerusalem, 
and  say  to  the  inhabitants  of  Jerusalem, 
will  ye  not  receive  instruction  and  amend 
your  ways  and  follow  the  example  of  these 


Rechabites,  that  ye  would  hearken  to  my 
words,  just  as  these  Rechabites  obeyed  the 
words  of  their  father  most  implicitly  ? 

14.  The  commands  which  Jonadab,  the 
son  of  Recliab,  gave  to  his  children,  that 
they  should  drink  no  wine,  &c.,  are  still 
obeyed  even  to  this  day  ;  for  they  drink  no 
wine  to  this  day,  because  they  obey  the 
word  of  their  father  ;  but  I,  your  God,  have 
spoken  to  you  from  early  to  late  by  the 
mouth  of  my  prophets,  but  ye  have  not 
hearkened  unto  me  nor  obeyed  my  commands 
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15.  So  I  have  been  sending  continually 
early  and  late,  my  servants  the  prophets, 
and  instructed  them  to  say  to  you.  Turn  ye 
now  every  one  of  you  from  his  evil  way,  and 
reform  your  lives,  and  especially,  do  not  go 
after  other  gods  to  serve  them,  then  ye  shall 
remain  in  the  land  and  dwell  in  security  in 
the  land  which  1  gave  to  your  fathers  ;  but 
ye  would  not  incline  your  ears,  nor  listen  to 
my  words. 

16.  And  yet  the  children  of  Jonadab  the 
son  of  Rechab,  have  obeyed  the  command 
of  their  father  which  he  gave  to  them,  al¬ 
though  these  were  only  human  command¬ 
ments,  and  not  by  any  means  so  obligatory 
as  my  divine  cosaraands  ;  but  this  people 
does  not  obey  me,  they  do  not  manifest  as 
much  reverence  toward  me,  their  God,  as 
the  Rechabites  show  toward  their  earthly 
father. 

17.  Therefore,  thus  saitli  the  Lord  of 
hosts,  the  God  of  Israel,  Behold,  I  will  not 
recall  what  I  have  pronounced  against 


them,  but  I  will  let  all  the  evils  come  upon 
Judah  and  the  inhabitants  of  Jerusalem 
that  I  have  spoken  against  them,  and  they 
have  not  hearkened,  I  have  called  and  they 
have  not  answered. 

18.  And  to  the  house  or  family  of  the 
Rechabites  Jeremiah  said  ;  thus  saith  the 
Lord  of  hosts,  the  God  of  Israel,  Because 
ye  have  obeyed  the  command  of  your  father 
Jonadab  that  ye  should  drink  no  wine,  and 
have  also  kept  all  his  other  commands,  arid! 
have  done  all  that  he  directed  you  to  do. 

19.  Therefore  saith  the  Lord  of  hosts, 
the  God  of  Israel,  who  bestows  a  great  bles¬ 
sing  on  the  obedience  of  children  to  their 
parents,  the  house  of  Jonadab,  the  son  of 
Rechab,  shall  never  be  in  want  of  a  man  to 
stand  before  me  ;  that  is,  the  Rechabites 
shall  never  be  exterminated.  None  of  the 
Rechabites  now  living  shall  fall  by  the  sword 
of  the  Chaldaeans,  but  they  shall  be  won¬ 
derfully  preserved  and  their  descendants 
shall  continue  to  serve  me  as  spiritual  priests. 


ANALYSIS  OF  rJ 

The  Disobedience  of  the  Israelites, 

1.  The  representation  of  this  disobedience. 

1.  According  to  its  character  ;  12,  13. 

2.  According  to  its  supreme  unrea¬ 

sonableness,  which  is  illustrated 
by  the  example  of  the  Rechab¬ 
ites  ; 

<i.  The  first  proof  adduced  is 

(1)  The  obedience  of  the 

Rechabites ;  v.  14. 

(2)  The  disobedience  of  the 

Israelites  is  expressed 
(a)  In  a  brief  remark  ; 


HISTORICAL 

There  were  some  people  living  in  J erusa- 
lem  called  Rechabites,  because  they  were 
the  children  and  grand-children  of  a  man 
named  Rechab.  Once  the  Lord  said  to 
Jeremiah,  “Go  bring  the  Rechabites  into 
one  of  the  rooms  in  the  temple,  and  give 
them  wine  to  drink.”  Then  Jeremiah  took 
the  Rechabites  into  an  up-stairs  room  and 
set  pots  full  of  wine  and  cups  before  them; 
and  said,  “Drink  ye  wine.”  But  they  said, 


E  LESSON. 

(6)  In  a  longer  demon- 
tration  ;  15. 

b.  The  second  proof  in  which  is 
to  be  noticed  ; 

(1)  The  commendable  obed¬ 
ience  of  the  Rechab¬ 
ites  ;  15. 

(2)  The  culpable  disobedi¬ 
ence  of  the  Israelites. 

3.  According  to  its  deplorable  conse¬ 
quences  ;  17. 

II.  The  promise  given  to  the  Rechabites  ; 

1.  The  ground  of  this  promise  ;  18. 

2.  The  import  of  the  promise  ;  1ft. 


CONNECTION. 

“We  will  drink  no  wine,  for  Jonadab  the 
son  of  Rechab  our  hither  commanded  us, 
saying,  ‘Ye  shall  drink  no  wine,  neither  ye 
nor  your  sons  forever.  And  he  also  told  us 
not  to  build  houses  nor  plant  vineyards,  but 
to  live  in  tents ;  and  we  have  obeyed  our 
father.”  The  Lord  Rad  tried  the  Rechabi¬ 
tes  in  this  way  to  teach  the  people  of  Judah 
a  lesson  ;  so  now  he  sent  Jeremiah  to  tell 
the  people  about  the  obedient  sons.  He 


The  Teachers  Journal. 


119 


said,  ‘'Tliey  obey  their  father's  command¬ 
ment,  but  you  do  not  obey  me,  though  I 
have  spoken  to  you  early  and  late.  I  have 
also  sent  my  prophets  to  call  you  to  turn 
from  your  evil  ways,  and  mend  your  doings, 
and  go  not  after  other  gods.  But  you  have 
not  listened  ;  therefore  I  will  bring  on  Judah 
the  evil  that  I  have  said,  because  I  have 
spoken  and  they  have  not  answered.”  The 
Lord  made  his  promise  to  the  Rechabites  : 
“Because  of  jTour  obedience,  there  shall  al¬ 


ways  be  a  man  of  your  family  to  stand  be¬ 
fore  me.” 

WHO  THE  RECHABITES  WERE. 

When  Moses  was  taking  the  children  of 
Israel  into  the  land  of  Canaan,  he  said 
to  his  wife’s  brother,  Hobad,  “Come  with 
us,  and  we  will  do  thee  good,”  and  Hobad 
went.  One  of  his  children  was  named  Re- 
chab,  and  his  descendants  had  lived  in  the 
land  ever  since.  Jonadab,  who  told  his  sons 
to  drink  no  wine,  had  rode  in  King  Jehu's 
chariot.  You  may  read  the  story  in  2 
Kings  10. — Kennedy. 


BLACKBOARD  EXERCISES 


This  picture  is  a  simple  illustration  of 
the  warning  in  Prov.  look  not  upon  the 
wine  when  it  is  red  ;  when  it  moveth  itself 

aright _ at  last  it  biteth  like  a  serpent. 

Draw  the  form  of  a  cup  with  a  serpent 
coiling  within  it.  In  enforcing  the  lesson 
repeat  passages  of  scripture  on  the  subject, 
cite  the  example  of  the  Recha bites  ;  speak 
of  the  deplorable  condition  of  the  drunk¬ 
ard  and  warn  the  young  to  shun  the  intoxi¬ 
cating  cup  as  they  would  a  viper's  den.  If 
you  wish  to  impress  the  lesson  on  your 


school  by  a  surprise,  draw  the  serpent  first 
with  wet  chalk,  then  draw  the  cup  around 
the  serpent  in  such  a  way  that  no  serpent 
can  be  recognized.  Question.  Do  you  see 
a  serpent  in  this  cup?  Ans.  Xo  !  So  the 
moderate  drinker  sees  no  serpent  in  the 
wine  cup  ;  but  that  there  is  a  serpent  there, 
you  will  all  presently  see.  Then  draw  the 
rubber  lightly  over  the  picture,  and  wipe 
away  what  has  been  written  with  dry  chalk 
and  the  serpent,  which  was  drawn  with  wet 
chalk,  will  remain  on  the  board. 


EXPLANATORY  NOTES. 

12.  Then  catne  the  word  of  the  Lord,  tude  of  his  people.  The  name  is  left  un- 

When  the  Rechabites  were  driven  from  the  translated  in  Rom.  ix.  29  ;  Jas.  v.  4. 

fields  into.'  Jerusalem  by  ■  Nebuchadnezzar,  God  is  called  the  Lord  of  hosts  as  being 
and  the  notice  of  the  people  was  called  to  at  the  head  of  all  these,  their  king  and  com- 

them  in  verse  11.  mander.  It  expresses  his  majesty  and 

13.  The  Lord  of  hosts.  A  very  common  power. 

title  of  God  in  the  Scriptures.  He  is  so  Oo  tell  the  men  of  Judah.  Jeremiah,  ac- 
called  as  bemg  supreme  over  the  angels,  or  companied.  as  it  seems,  by  the  main  body 
else  the  heavenly  bodies,  or  else  the  multi-  of  the  Rechabites  (verses  18,19)  went  into 
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one  of  the  courts  of  the  temple  and  there 
addressed  to  the  people  the  rebuke  of 
■which  we  have  a  summary  in  the  following 
verses. — Cook. 

First  in  the  presence  of  the  people  offer¬ 
ing  them  wine  which  they  refused,  because 
so  commanded  by  their  founder,  and  then 
was  acted  out  the  rebuke  and  instruction 
which  he  now  uttered  in  words. 

Will  ye  not  receive  instruction  ?  The  best 
men  are  those  who  have  indeed  very  deci¬ 
ded  opinions  of  their  own,  but  who  always 
learn  all  they  can  from  others,  before  they 
make  up  their  opinions.  Self-opinioned 
men  are  seldom  very  wise  or  very  good. 

14.  Jonadab  the  son  of  Bechab.  He  ap¬ 
pears  in  the  history  of  Jehu  (2  Kings  x.  15- 
23)  as  a  warm  friend  of  this  zealous  refor¬ 
mer,  and  his  active  supporter  in  the  destruc¬ 
tion  of  the  prophets  and  worshippers  of 
Baal. 

Bechab.  The  Rechabites  were  a  nomad 
tribe,  not  of  Jewish,  but  of  Kenite  race  (1 
Chron.  ii.  55),  and  connected  with  the 
Amalekites  (Num.  xxiv.  21  ;  1  Sam.  xv.  6), 
from  whom  however,  they  had  separated 
themselves,  and  made  a  close  alliance  with 
the  tribe  of  Judah  (Judg.  i.  16),  on  whose 
southern  borders  they  took  up  their  dwell¬ 
ing  (1  Sam.  xxvii.  10). 

The  house  of  Rechab  appears  far  back  (1 
Chron.  ii.  55)  as  connected  with  the  family 
of  the  Kenites.  These  Kenites  are  recogni¬ 
zed  from  Judg.  i.  16  and  iv.  11-17,  and  1 
Sam.  xv.  6,  as  the  descendants  of  the 
father-in-law  of  Moses.  This  family  ac¬ 
companied  the  children  of  Israel  through 
the  wildei-ness  into  Canaan.  There  a  por¬ 
tion  of  them  appear  in  the  history  of  De¬ 
borah  and  Barak,  far  out  on  the  northern 
confines  of  the  land  (Judg.  iv.  11-17). 
Another  family  had  their  residence  in 
southern  Judah,  as  appears  in  1  Sam.  xv. 
6. — Cowles. 

In  order  to  maintain  their  independence, 
the  Rechabites  had  no  fixed  settlements, 
but  led  a  nomadic  life,  and  so  were  able  to 
resist  any  attempt  to  subdue  them. 

Not  to  drink  wine.  This  was  not  the  only 
thing  that  was  forbidden  by  Jonadab  (see 
ver.  7),  nor,  perhaps,  was  it  the  only  thing 
that  Jeremiah  mentioned  ;  but  it  was  one 
o  the  pi  incipal  things  prohibited,  and  the 


others  are  passed  over  to  avoid  excessive 
repetition. 

Jonadab  seeing  the  danger  that  the  utter 
dissoluteness  of  morals  in  Israel  would  af¬ 
fect  the  feeble  tribe  to  which  he  belonged, 
he  induced  his  people,  or  at  least  his  own 
family,  to  make  a  solemn  covenant  that 
they  would  abide  by  the  simple  habits  that 
had  so  long  belonged  to  them.  They  bound 
themselves  to  live  in  tents  and  altogether 
by  pasturage.  This  implied  that  they  were 
not  to  sow  any  seed,  not  to  build  houses, 
not  to  plant  vineyards,  not  to  drink  wine. 
This  is  a  remarkable  example  of  a  volun¬ 
tary  agreement,  handed  down  to  many  gen¬ 
erations,  to  do  things  that  were  not  natur¬ 
ally  obligatory. 

It  was  nearly  300  years  after  these  com¬ 
mands  of  Jonadab  that  we  find  the  family 
still  keeping  this  covenant  in  the  days  of 
Jeremiah.  So  that  prophet  was  directed  to 
teach  a  lesson  to  Israel  from  their  constancy. 
He  was  directed  to  offer  the  children  of  Jo¬ 
nadab  wine  to  drink  (verses  5,  6);  not,  in¬ 
deed,  that  they  might  drink  it,  but  that  they 
might  refuse  it.  This  they  at  once  did,  and 
gave  as  a  reason  that  Jonadab  had  comman¬ 
ded  them  not  to  do  so,  and  they  had  always 
obeyed.  — Lo  wkie  . 

Why  Jonadab  should  have  added  this,  to 
the  proper  peculiarities  of  their  condition, 
may  be  supposed  to  be  that  they  might  not 
be  tempted  to  plant  vineyards  in  order  to 
obtain  wine,  and  thereby  become  fixed  to 
particular  localities,  and  insensibly  sink 
into  (or  rise  into)  cultivators  of  the  soil. 
By  prohibiting  the  two  principal  branches 
of  culture,  this  was  rendered  impossible  so 
long  as  his  injunction  should  be  observed. 

But  obey.  This  was  a  very  dramatic  re¬ 
buke,  as  he  doubtless  pointed  to  the  Re- 
chabit.es,  who  had  just  refused  the  offered 
wine,  and  thus  proved  their  obedience  be¬ 
fore  the  people. 

Bising  early  and  speaking.  The  oft-re¬ 
curring  expression,  ‘‘rising  up  early  and 
speaking,”  or  “sending,”  is  both  beautiful 
and  strong.  As  a  man  ip  earnest  and  full 
of  his  mission  is  up  betimes  in  the  morning 
to  begin,  so  God  represents  himself  as 
wakeful  and  active,  giving  up  the  live-long 
day  to  his  work,  laboring  with  unwearied 
patience  to  reclaim  and  to  save  his  people, 
but  all  in  vain. — Cowles. 
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Their  father.  Jonadab  is  called  tlieir 
father,  though  he  lived  nearly  300  years  be¬ 
fore  them.  The  Hebrews  applied  the  word 
“father”  to  any  ancestor. — Todd. 

But  ye  hearken  not  to  me.  The  force  of 
the  argument  is,  They  obey  their  earthly 
ancestor,  long  ago  dead  ;  you  do  not  obey 
your  heavenly  Father,  the  living  God.  Com¬ 
pare  Mai.  i.  6. 

15.  Sent  prophets.  Before  this  time  there 
had  been  prophecies  from  Elijah,  Elisha, 
Jonah,  Joel,  Amos,  Hosea,  Isaiah,  Micah, 
Nahum,  Zephaniah.  Habacuck,  as  well  as 
Jeremiah. 

Bising  up  early ,  a  proverbial  expression, 
equivalent  to  speaking  “zealously  and  ear¬ 
nestly,”  used  frequently  by  Jeremiah  (see 
Jer.  vii.  13  ;  xxv.  3,  4  :  xxvi.  5  ;  xxix.  19  ; 
xxxv.  14,  15  ;  xliv.  4),  and  implying  the 
unwearied  endeavor  of  Jehovah  to  reach 
his  people. 

The  Rechabites  had  but  one  lawgiver  : 
the  Jews  had  a  succession  of  messengers 
accredited  unto  them  by  God. — Cook. 

The  strong  point  which  the  Lord  makes 
upon  this  noble  example  is  that  this  tribe 
had  adhered  with  unswerving  constancy, 
through  so  many  years,  to  the  precepts  of 
their  father  Jonadab,  the  son  of  Rechab  ; 
while  the  Jews  had  utterly  refused  to  ad¬ 
here  to  his  precepts,  would  not  listen  to  his 
repeated  messages  and  warnings,  but 
spurned  them  madly  away.  They  heard 
and  obeyed  a  mortal  man  :  this  people  will 
not  hear  and  obey  the  eternal  God. — Cow¬ 
les. 

And  ye  shall  dwell  in  the  land.  The 
promise  annexed  to  the  fifth  commandment, 
for  children  who  obey  their  parents,  is  here 
given  to  the  children  of  God  who  obey  their 
Father  in  heaven.  Both  are  equally  true. 
The  children  of  Israel  were  never  driven 
from  their  land  except  through  their  own 
disobedience. 

Inclined  your  ear.  Reaching  forward  to 
the  one  speaking,  as  if  anxious  to  know 
what  he  commands. 

16.  Because  the  sons  of  Jonadab.  The 
obedience  of  the  Rechabites  was  not  the 
cause  of  Judah’s  punishment,  though  the 
contrast  brought  out  her  disobedience  into 
clearer  light. — Cook. 


17.  Therefore  thus  saith  the  Lord  God  of 
hosts.  Judgments  are  threatened,  as  often 
before,  against  Judah  and  Jerusalem,  for 
their  disobedience.  The  Rechabites  shall 
rise  up  in  judgment  against  them,  and  shall 
condemn  them.— Henry. 

The  evil  that  I  have  pronounced.  That 
is,  the  evil  that  I  have  threatened  by  the 
prophets,  and  especially  in  the  law  (Deut. 
xxviii.  15-19). 

Sinners  imagine  that,  because  punish¬ 
ment  is  delayed,  it  will  not  come.  But 
these  evils,  announced  more  than  800  years 
before,  came  to  pass  at  last. 

19.  Shall  not  want  a  man.  The  meaning 
of  the  language  is,  that  the  time  shall  never 
come  when  there  shall  not  be  a  man  of  the 
tribe  left  ;  the  perpetual  existence  of  the 
tribe  is  promised  ;  and  not  only  this,  but 
also  its  perpetual  continuance  in  the  service 
of  Jehovah. 

“To  stand  before  God,”  is  the  usual 
phra;  e  for  ministering  acceptably  in  his 
presence.  The  tribe  of  Levi  was  chosen 
“to  stand  before  God”  (Deut.  x.  8). 
There  is  evidence  that  the  Rechabites  were 
adopted  into  the  families  of  Israel,  and  rec¬ 
ognized  as  belonging  to  the  tribe  of  Levi. 

This  being  implied  in  the  next  clause, 
stand  before  me,  which  is  a  figure  taken 
from  a  servant’s  standing  before  his  master, 
waiting  for  his  commands,  and  ready  to 
serve  him  (see  2  Kings  v.  25). 

With  reference  to  the  fulfilment  of  the 
promise,  the  travellers  Wolff  and  Pierotti 
both  testify  that  they  found  in  different 
parts  of  Arabia  small  tribes  claiming  to  be 
lineal  descendants  of  the  Rechabites,  and 
observing  the  precepts  of  Jonadab  to  the 
present  day. 

Henderson,  however,  well  remarks,  that 
the  promise  to  the  Rechabites  was  probably, 
like  all  the  promises  of  God,  conditional,  and 
“its  accomplishment  may  have  depended 
upon  the  fidelity  with  which  their  descen¬ 
dants  kept  their  pledge.” 

It  is  alsof  to  be  remembered  that  the 
phrase  “forever”  does  not  al ways  in  the 
Scriptures  mean  for  an  endless  period  ;  it 
sometimes  means  merely,  for  a  very  long 
time. — Todd. 

The  Rev.  Joseph  Wolff  says,  “On  my  ar¬ 
rival  at  Mesopotamia,  some  Jews  that  I  saw 
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there  pointed  out  to  me  one  of  the  ancient 
Rechabites.  He  stood  before  me,  wild,  like 
an  Arab,  holding  the  bridle  of  his  horse  in 
his  hand.  I  showed  him  the  Bible  in  He¬ 
brew  and  Arabic  ;  which  he  was  much  re- 
’oiced  to  see,  as  he  could  read  both  lan¬ 
guages,  but  had  no  knowledge  of  the  New 
Testament.  After  having  proclaimed  to 
him  the  tidings  of  salvation,  and  made  him 
a  present  of  the  Hebrew  and  Arabic  Bibles 
and  Testaments,  I  asked  him,  ‘Whose  de¬ 
scendant  are  you?' — ‘Mousa,’  said  he  bois¬ 
terously,  ‘is  my  name  ;  and  I  will  show  you 
who  were  my  ancestors  on  which  he  im¬ 
mediately  began  to  read  from  the  5th  to  the 
11th  verses  of . Ter.  xxxv.  Where  do  you  re¬ 
side  ?’  said  I.  Turning  to  Gen.  x.  27,  he 
replied,  ‘At  Hadoram,  now  called  Simar  by 


the  Arabs  ;  at  Uzal,  now  called  Sanan  by 
the  Arabs  and  again  referring  to  the 
same  chapter,  verse  30,  he  continued,  ‘At 
Meslia,  now  called  Mecca,  in  the  deserts 
around  those  places.  We  drink  no  wine, 
and  plant  no  vineyard,  and  sow  no  seed, 
and  live  in  tents,  as  Jonadab  our  father 
commanded  us.  Ilobab  was  our  father  too. 
Come  tous,  and  you  will  find  us  60,000  in 
number  ;  anil  you  see  thus  the  prophecy 
has  been  fulfilled,  “Therefore  thus  saith  the 
Lord  'of  hosts,  the  Gad  of  Israel  :  Jonadab 
the  son  of  Rechab  shall  not  want  a  man  to 
stand  before  me  forever  ’  and  saying  this, 
Mousa  the  Reeliabite  mounted  his  horse, 
and  fled  away,  and  left  behind  a  host  of  ev¬ 
idence  in  favor  of  sacred  writ.” 


PR  A  CT  r  C  A  L  RE  F  L  E  CTIONS. 


Praiseworthy  examples  should  always  be 
kept  in  view  and  imitated.  Phil.  iii.  17. — 
Stakke. 

He  is  the  wisest  man  who  obeys  God  and 
his  word.  Prov.  viii.  14. — Starke. 

The  ungodly  who  do  not  hearken  to  the 
word  of  God,  are  put  to  shame  by  those 
who  faithfully  obey  even  the  proper  com¬ 
mands  of  man  ;  but  the  obligations  to  obey 
the  commands  of  God  are  infinitely  stronger 
than  the  obligations  to  obey  the  commands 
of  men.  Gal.  iii.  15. — Starke. 

With  many  persons  neither  prayers  nor 
exhortations,  nor  threatenings  avail  any¬ 
thing.  So  deplorably  can  the  sinner  be¬ 
come  hardened. — Starke. 

The  divine  judgments  upon  the  ungodly 
are  always  just  and  in  proportion  to  their 
sins.  Rom.  ii.  6. — Starke. 

■Rechabites  (verse  14).  From  them  we 
learn  a  lesson  of  temperance.  In  this  re¬ 
spect,  we  ought  to  be  Rechabites.  (Prov. 
xxiii.  29-32). 

We  learn  also  a  lesson  of  obedience  to 
parents  and  rulers,  and  from  this  a  lesson 
of  obedience  to  God.  Those  that  are  trained 
to  obey  parents  will  usually  obey  God. 
Those  that  disobey  parents  always  disobey 
God. 


I  have  sent  (verse  15).  God  condemns  no 
man  till  he  has  done  all  he  can  for  his  sal¬ 
vation.  He  warns  and  entreats  men. 

Our  first  duty  is  to  repent,  and  to  return 
to  God.  Evil  is  a  state  far  from  God:  to 
repent  is  to  return  and  draw  near  to  God. 

God  would  persuade  men  to  come  to  him 
by  large  and  abundant  promises  to  the 
obedient.  Only  in  serving  and  loving  God 
is  salvation  and  prosperity. 

'Therefore  (verse  17).  The  reason  men 
are  not  saved  lies  only  in  themselves  :  “Ye 
will  not  come  unto  me.”  They  alone  are 
to  blame. 

But,  if  men  will  not  repent,  they  must 
suffer  the  consequences.  It  is  not  possible 
to  be  saved  in  disobedience  and  sin.  The 
“nature  of  things”  will  not  suffer  it  to  be. 

God’s  fulfillment  of  his  promises  is  proof 
that  he  will  also  perform  what  he  threatens. 
One  is  as  sure  as  the  other. 

Before  me  forever  (verse  19).  The  bless¬ 
ings  of  obedience,  the  curse  of  disobedi¬ 
ence,  are  eternal.  We  can  never  know 
where  will  be  the  end  of  any  action. 

The  righteous  are  a  blessing  not  only  to 
themselves,  but  to  posterity  ;  and  all  the 
coming  ages  are  better  for  their  living. — 
Peloubet. 
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QUESTIONS. 


Who  was  king  of  Judah  at  this  time? 
verse  1. 

In.what  condition  was  Jerusalem?  ver. 

11. 

In  what  year  of  the  reign  of  Jelioia- 
kim  was  this?  Dan.  i.  1. 

12.  Why^had  the  Rechabites  come  into  Je- 

ru  salem  ? 

13.  Why  is  God  called  Lord  of  Hosts  ? 

14.  Who  was  Jonadab  ? 

Wno  were  the  Kecha  bites  ? 

To  what  tribe  did  they  belongj?  1 
Chron.  ii.  55. 

What  is  said  of  their  obedience  ? 

What  contrast  between  the  Rechabites 


and  the  Israelites? 

15.  What  prophets  had  God  sent^to  the  Is¬ 
raelites  ? 

What  promise  is  given  to  those  who 
honor  their  parents  ? 

17.  What  did  God  bring  upon  the  Israel¬ 
ites  for  their  disobedience  ? 

What  were  those  evils  ?  Jer.  xxxv.  8-10. 

19.  What  promise  was  made  to  the  Rechab¬ 
ites  ? 

What  is  the  meaning  of  “a  man  to 
stsnd  before  me?” 

W  as  the  promise  to  them  fulfilled  ? 

What  is  said  of  wine  in  Prov.  xxiii. 
29-32  ? 


MISCELLANEOUS. 


CONVENTION  CADENDAR  FOR  1878. 


International,  at  Atlanta,  Georgia 
East  Tennessee  at  Jonesboro 
Illinois  state,  at  Decatur 
Missouri,  state,  at  Sedalia 
New  York,  state,  at  Albany 
Ohio,  state,  at  Norwark 
Iowa,  state,  at  Cedar  Falls 
Nebraska,  state,  at  Kearney 
Indiana,  state,  at  Indianapolis 
Kentucky,  state,  at  Maysville 
Vermont,  state,  at  St.  Johnsbury 
Kansas,  state,  at  Topeka 
New  Jersey,  state,  at  Trenton 


April  17-19 
May  19-20 
May  21-23 
May  28-10 
June  4-6 
June  4-6 
June  11-13 
June  12  13 
June  25-27 
July  9-11 
Oct  9-10 
Oct  17-19 
Nov.  12-14 


THE  ATLANTA  CONVENTION 
PROGRAMME. 

The  Executive  Committee  of  the  Interna¬ 
tional  Sunday-school  Convention  announces 
the  following  outline  programme  : 

THEME  :  OUR  WORK 
Wednesday : — Reported. 

Morning — Temporary  organization.  Exchange  of 
greetings.  Report  of  Executive  Committee.  Report 
of  Statistical  Secretary. 

Afternoon.  —  Permanent  organization.  Reports 
from  states  and  provinces  by  selected  representatives. 

Evening.— Report  of  International  Lesson  Com¬ 
mittee,  and  addresses  by  same. 

Thursday ; — Defined. 

Morning — 1.  The  true  basis  of  Sunday-school  work. 

2.  How  related  to  other  agencies.  3.  Possibilities  in 
the  future. 

Thursday : — Furnished. 

Afternoon. — With  lessons.  1.  Theuriform  lesson. 
2.  The  supplemental  lesson. 

vening — With  workers  qualified.  1.  By  know¬ 
ledge  of  the  word.  2.  By  knowledge  of  methods. 
Friday : — Promoted. 

Morning. — By  state  and  provincial  organizations. 
By  state  conventions  and  institutes. 

Afternoon. — By  normal  instruction.  1.  In  assem¬ 
blies,  etc.  2.  In  normal  classes. 


Evening. — By  Christian  love  and  sympathy.. 
Farewell  service. 

The  full  programme  will  include  Bible  readings, 
praise  and  promise  services,  etc.  ;  and  the  discussion 
of  above-named  topics  will  be  lead  by  speakers  or 
recognized  ability,  many  of  whom  have  already  an 
international  reputation. 

It  is  earnestly  hoped  that  the  programme  placed 
thus  early  before  the  delegates,  will  become  the  sub¬ 
ject  of  careful  study  and  faithiul  prayer ;  that  “the 
spirit  of  the  Lord  may  rest  upon  us ;  the  spirit  ot 
wisdom  and  understanding  ;  the  spirit  of  counsel 
and  might ;  the  spirit  of  knowledge  and  of  the  fear 
of  the  Lord. 

For  the  Executive  Committee, 

John  E.  Seablbs,  Jr.,  Chairman. 


THE  ATLANTA  CONVENTION. 

The  committee  on  delegations  to  the  At¬ 
lanta  Convention  issues  the  following  state¬ 
ment  : 

At  the  meeting  of  the  Executive  Committee,  held 
in  New  York,  October  4,  1877,  the  undersigned  were 
appointed  a  Committee  on  Delegations  to  the  above 
named  Convention.  Inlormation  concerning  the 
subject  in  hand  is  therefore  given  as  follows  : 

1.  The  Convention  w  ill  be  strictly  a  delegated  body. 

2.  Each  state  or  territory  is  entitled  to  send  a  del¬ 
egation  equal  to  double  its  representation  in  the  Sen¬ 
ate  and  Congress  of  the  United  States.  Canadian 
representatives  in  the  same  ratio. 

3.  Members  of  the  Executive  Committee  are  ex- 
officio  members  ot  the  Convention,  and  therefore 
need  not  receive  appointment  from  the  states  in 
which  they  severally  dwell. 

4.  Where  state,  or  provincial  associations  (Union), 
exist,  they  are  entitled  to  appoint  the  delegates  from 
their  own  fields,  and  to  issue  certificates  of  appoint¬ 
ment  to  the  same. 

5.  Where  no  such  organizations  exist,  applications 
for  appointment,  or  nominations  of  suitable  parties, 
should  be  made  as  follows  : 

For  Canada,  the  New  England  States,  and  New 
York,  to  the  Rev.  Henry  M.  Parsons,  151  Chippewa 
Street,  Buffalo,  N.  Y. 

For  the  Middle,  Western  and  Pacific  States,  to 
the  Rev.  George  A.  Peltz,  Jamestown,  N.  Y. 

For  the  Southern  and  Southwestern  States,  to  the 
Rev.  T.  C.  Boykin,  Atlanta,  Ga. 

6.  Representatives  of  benevolent  societies,  or  of  de¬ 
nominations,  cannot  be  received  as  such. 
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7.  Duly  accredited  delegates  are  assured  of  a  hearty 
welcome' to  the  homes  of  Atlanta,  if  by  April  1  they 
forward  notice  of  their  appointment  to  W.  S. 
Wbidby,  Esq..  Atlanta,  Ga. 

8.  A  representative  of  the  committee  on  delega¬ 
tions  will  be  in  constant  attendance  at  Atlanta,  to 
fill  existing  vacancies  not  otherwise  provided  for  ;  to 
i^sue  tickets  entitling  delegates  to  reserved  seats  and 
other  privileges  ;  and  to  meet  such  other  demands 
within  its  province  as  may  arise. 

-  9.  Full  delegations  from  all  parts  of  the  field  are 
earnestly  desired,  as  matters  of  vital  interest  to  Sun¬ 
day-school  work  will  come  before  the  Convention. 

George  A.  Peltz,  Jamestown,  N.  Y. 

Henry  M.  Parsons,  Buffalo,  N.  Y. 

T.  C.  Boykin,  Atlanta,  Ga. 

Com,  on  Delegations. 

Atlanta’s  Hospitality — The  hospital¬ 
ity  of  Southern  homes  is  proverbial ;  and 
the  citizens  of  Atlanta  are  already  taking 
much  pride  in  the  opportunity  which  will 
be  afforded  them  next  month,  to  open  their 
doors  to  four  or  five  hundred  delegates. 
The  Atlanta  Constitution,  the  leading  daily 
paper  of  the  city,  gives  delegates  and  visi¬ 
tors  this  pleasant  picture  of  the  welcome 
they  will  receive  : 

Atlanta  has  been  honored  as  no  other 
Southern  city  ever  has  been,  by  being  selec¬ 
ted  as  the  meeting-place  for  large  represen¬ 
tative  bodies  and  societies  from  all  parts  of 
the  country.  Her  superb  hotels  and  other 
facilities  for  accommodating  large  crowds 
of  people,  her  matchle  s  climate  and  Lirge- 
hearted  hospitality — which  has  become  pro¬ 
verbial  all  over  the  land — have  attracted 
many  to  us  in  the  past,  and  will  continue  to 
do  so  in  the  future.  These  gatherings  of 
representative  men  of  various  organizations, 
whose  meetings  have  been  held  here  within 
a  year  or  two  past,  have  made  Atlanta  the 
best  known  city  south  of  Washington,  and 
given  her  a  reputation  for  energy,  enter¬ 
prise,  and  generous  hospitality  second  to  no 
city  in  the  land.  This  hospitality  is  to  be 
tested  during  the  coming  spring  as  perhaps 
it  has  i  never  been  before.  The  Interna¬ 
tional  Sunday-school  Convention,  composed 
of  at  least  four  hundred  delegates  repre¬ 
senting  every  denomination  and  all  sec¬ 
tions  of  this  country  and  parts  of  Europe, 
has  selected  Atlanta  as  the  place  for  its 
next  meeting,  which  will  occur  on  the  17th 
of  April  and  hold  three  days.  A  large 
committee  has  been  appointed,  representing 
the  city  council,  board  of  trade,  the  Fulton 
County  Sunday-school  Association,  and  the 
Young  Men’s  Christian  Association,  with 
Governor  Colquitt  as  chairman,  to  secure 
homes  for  the  delegates,  and  provide  such 
other  accommodations  as  may  he  necessary. 

During  the  week  of  the  convention,  a 
Sunday-school  jubilee  will  be  held  in  Ogle¬ 
thorpe  Park,  at  which  between  fifteen  and 
and  twenty  thousand  persons  are  expected. 
Early  in  May  the  general  conference  of  the 
Methodist  Episcopal  Church  South  will  also 
be  held  in  Atlanta.  It  will  have  about 
three  hundred  clerical  and  lay  delegates, 
and  its  session  will  last  about  a  month. 


Delegates  from  all  points  who  expect  to 
go  to  the  Atlanta  Convention  by  way  of 
Chicago  may  obtain  particulars  respecting 
tickets  by  addressing  Mr.  E.  Pavson  Porter, 
18  South  Ada  Street,  Chicago. — S.  S.  Times. 
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DAILY  READINGS. 


FIRST  WEEK. 


M.  2  Cl  iron.  34:  1-8.  .Tosiah’s  early  piety. 
Tu.  Gen .  39  :  1-6, 20-23.  Joseph’s  early  piety. 
W.  1  Sam.  3  :  1-21.  Samuel’s  early  piety. 
Tli.  2  Chron.  1  :  7-17.  Solomon’s  early  piety, 
F.  Luke  2  :  40-52.  The  childhood  of  Christ. 
S.  Matt.  18:  1-14.  The  child  in  the  midst. 

8.  2  Tim.  1  :  1-18.  Timothy’s  early  piety. 

SECOND  WEEK. 


M  2  Chron.  34:  14-22.  The  Scriptures  found 

o  eu  oq  99  f  The  Scriptures 

Tu.  2  Chron.  o4  :  23-33.  j  explained. 

W.  2  Chron.  35:  1-19.  Josiah’s  passover. 

Th.  2  Chron.  35  :  20-27.  Josiah’s  death. 

F.  Deut.  31 :  1-13.  The  Scriptures  to  be  read. 
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S. 

S. 


Dent.  17 :  14-20. 
2  Tim.  3  :  1-17. 


f  The  Scriptures  to  be 
(  studied. 

The  Scriptures  inspired. 


THIRD  WEEK. 

M.  Jer.  33:  1-9-  Jeremiah  in  pi  bon. 

Tn.  (Jen.  40:  1-15.  Joseph  in  prison- 
W.  Matt.  14  : 1-12.  John  the  Baptist  in  prison 
T!i.  Acts  12  .  1-12.  Peter  in  prison. 

F.  Acts  16:  16-31.  Paul  and  Silas  in  prison. 
S.  Phil.  1  :  1-20.  Paul  in  prison. 


S.  Matt.  25 :  34-40.  Visiting  the  prisoners. 

FOURTH  WEEK. 

M.  Jer.  35:1-11.  Jeremiah  and  the  Rechabites 
Tu.  Jer  35  :  12-19.  The  lesson. 

W.  Num.  6:  1-1.  The  Xazarites. 

Th.  Prov.  1 :  20-23.-  Instructions  neglected. 

F.  2  Kings  25  :  8-21.  Threats  fulfilled. 

S.  Luke  19  :  41-48.  Christ’s  warning. 

S.  2  Peter  3  :  1— IS-  God’s  long-suffering. 


EDITORIAL. 


Fire  !  Our  readers  will  no  doulit  sym¬ 
pathise  with  us  when  they  learn  that  dur¬ 
ing  the  night  of  the  3d  of  March,  a  fire 
broke  out  in  the  office  of  the  Teacher’s 
Journal  which  consumed  some  of  our 
most  valuable  books,  while  yet  a  greater 
number  were  injured  by  water. 

The  fire  originated  in  an  adjoining  shoe 
and  notion  store  ;  while  we  were  absent  in 
Columbia  listening  to  a  lecture  by  John  B. 
Gough,  the  fire  and  water  were  making 
havoc  with  some  of  our  most  valuable 
earthly  treasures.  It  will  take  some  time 
before  things  can  be  brought  into  shape  in 
our  new  sanctum  in  No.  7  east  Main  street. 

Now,  we  ask  from  our  sympathizing 
friends  no  donations  or  benevolent  contribu¬ 
tions  ;  all  we  ask  is,  that  they  send  in  all 
subscriptions  due,  before  the  first  of  April, 
to  enable  us  to  replace  our  losses  and  repair 
the  damages.  It  was  the  first  fire  we  ever 
had  the  misfortune  to  befall  us,  and  we  had 
no  insurance  on  our  library. 

Black-Board  Illustrations.  We  have 
frequently  been  requested  to  publish  Black- 
Board  Illustrations  in  the  Teachers  Jour¬ 
nal,  such  as  are  published  in  some  other 
Sunday-school  Journals.  We  had  never 
seen  our  way  clear  to  comply  with  this  re¬ 


quest  until  now,  and  we  therefore  present 
our  readers  in  this,  the  April  number,  with 
our  first  effort  at  this  kind  of  illustration. 

Some  of  the  designs  were  prepared  for  us 
by  kind  friends  ;  others  are  the  result  of 
our  own  study,  and  others  we  re  copied  from 
Rev.  Craft’s  Book  of  Illustrations.  We 
were  also  fortunate  in  having  an  engraver 
near  at  hand,  in  the  person  of  D.  S.  Wag¬ 
ner,  of  York,  Pa.,  who  has  done  his  work 
very  well,  and  whom  we  would  recommend 
to  all  our  readers  who  may  have  engraving 
to  do. 

We  hope  to  improve  in  this  department 
of  our  Journal  as  we  learn  by  experience, 
and  shall  make  it  our  aim  to  furnish  the 
best  Black-Board  Illustrations  that  can  be. 
found  anywhere. 


Bills  in  the  papers.  Those  of  our 
subscribers  whose  subscription  has  expired 
will  find  bills  in  their  Journals  or  packages 
of  Comments  this  month.  We  are  in  the 
habit  of  continuing  to  send  the  papers  till 
they  are  ordered  to  be  discontinued.  We 
hope  all  who  receive  such  bills  will  send  us 
the  amounts  without  delay,  as  we  need  a 
large  sum  by  the  first  of  April  to  meet  cur¬ 
rent  expenses  and  bills  due  at  that  time. 


EDITOR’S 

The  Emphatic  Diaglott  :  containing  the  or¬ 
iginal  Greek  Text  of  the  New  Testament 
(According  to  the  Recension  of  I)r.  J.  J. 
Griesbach)  with  Interlineary  Word  for 
Word  English  Translation,  based  on  the 
interlineary  translation,  on  the  rendering 
of  eminent  critics,  and  on  the  various 
readings  of  the  Vatican  Manuscript. 

.  Together  with  illustrative  and  explana- 


iOTICES. 

tory  foot  notes  and  a  copious  selection  of 
reierences.  To  which  is  added  a  valuable 
alphabetical  appendix.  By  Benjamin 
Wilson.  S.  R.  Wells  &  Co.,  787  Broad¬ 
way,  New  York. 

The  character  of  this  work  is  sufficiently 
indicated  by  the  elaborate  title  page  which 
we  have  quoted.  The  main  design  of  the 
author  appears  to  have  been  to  afford  “the 
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intelligent  English  reader,  who  has  little  or 
no  knowledge  of  the  Greek  language,  the 
means  of  knowing  and  appropriating  for 
liis  own  benefit,  with  but  little  labor  on  his 
part,  what  it  has  cost  others  years  of  study 
and  severe  toil  to  acquire.”  For  the  spe¬ 
cial  benefit  of  these  the  author  has  also  ad¬ 
ded  “letters  and  pronunciation  of  the  Greek 
Alphabet,”  and  a  very  brief  statement  of 
the  different  parts  of  speech  in  order  that 
they  may  gain  a  rudimentary  knowledge  of 
the  language.  But  we  believe  the  work 
will  be  much  more  appreciated  by  thorough 
Greek  scholars  than  by  those  who  have  no 
knowledge  of  the  Greek  language,  for  the 
reason  that  the  author  has  given  us  a  new 
translation  of  the  whole  of  the  New  Testa¬ 
ment,  a  copious  selection  of  references ; 
many  appropriate  illustrative,  and  exegc  ti- 
cal  foot  notes  ;  and  a  valuable  alphabetical 
appendix.  The  author  has  adopted  Giies- 
bacli’s  recension  with  the  various  readings 
of  the  Vatican  manuscript,  No.  1209.  He 
would,  in  our  opinion  have  greatly  enhanced 
the  value  of  his  work,  if  he  had  made  use 
also  of  the  Sinaitic,  or  Tischendorf  recen¬ 
sion. 

The  author  has  evidently  labored  to  give 
a  very  accurate  literal  translation  of  the 
original  Greek  into  the  English  language. 
This  is  the  case  both  in  his  interlineary, 
word  for  word  translation,  and  in  his  new 
emphatic  version  which  is  printed  along 
side  of  the  Greek  text.  It  is  for  this  reason 
principally  that  we  find  it  interesting  and 
valuable  in  the  critical  study  of  the  New 
Testament. 

One  peculiarity,  however,  in  this  transla¬ 
tion  will,  no  doubt  surprise  many  readers. 
He  protests  that  he  has  maintained  scrupu¬ 
lous  fidelity  in  giving  the  true  rendering  of 
the  original  text  into  English  without  re¬ 
gard  to  prevailing  doctrines  or  prejudices 
of  sects,  or  the  peculiar  tenets  of  the  Theo¬ 
logians,  and  yet  he  has,  perhaps  uncon¬ 
sciously,  been  himself  influenced  by  the 
Theological  peculiarities  of  his  own  denom¬ 
ination  or  sect. 

Wherever  the  word  baptizo  occurs  in  the 
original,  no  matter  in  what  connection,  he 
has  rendered  it  ‘■‘■immerse."  Thus  we  have 
“John  the  immerser  ;”  “immerse  in  Holy 
Spirit  and  in  fire.”  Matt.  iii.  11  ;  “And 
the  Pharisee  wondered  that  he  (Christ)  did 
not  first  immerse  before  dinner.”  Luke  xi. 
38  :  “And  coming  from  market  unless  they 
immerse  themselves  they  eat  not.”  Mark 
vii.  4.  Now,  as  a  Biblical  scholar.  Mr. 
Wilson  must  certainly  know  that  the  Jews 
did  not  immerse  themselves  in  water  before 
every  meal  they  ate  ;  they  simply  washed 
their  hands,  and  that  not  by  dipping  them 
into  a  basin,  but  the  water  was  poured  on 
their  hands,  a  custom  which  is  still  prac¬ 
ticed  by  the  people  of  the  eastern  countries. 
He  himself  has  explained  in  Mark  vii.  3 
how  this  was  done,  namely,  “they  washed 


their  hands  with  the  fist.”  Here  evidently 
the  Greek  word  nipsontai  in  the  3d  verse  is 
used  interchangeably  with  baptizontai  in 
the  4th  verse,  the  one  explaining  the  other. 


A  New  Map  of  Pennsylvania.  We  have 
received  from  the  Publishers,  J.  H.  But¬ 
ler  &  Co.,  Philadelphia,  a  new  and  beautiful 
map  of  Pennsylvania. 

It  is  the  most  complete  and  correct  map 
of  the  j  Keystone  state  that  has  ever  been 
published. 

It  is',4x6  feet  in  size,  beautifully  colored 
by  counties  and  contains  every  post  office 
in  the  state.  The  rivers,  mountains,  rail¬ 
roads  and  canals  are  all  distinctly  marked, 
and  all  the  details  are  executed  in  a  supe¬ 
rior  manner.  It  is  printed  on  fine  paper 
and  strongly  mounted  on  muslin  and  rollers. 
Every  counting  room,  school  house  and  li¬ 
brary  in  Pennsylvania  should  have  a  copy 
of  this  map.  It  is  furnished  by  the  publish¬ 
ers  at  $  6.00  a  copy. 


Talks  about  India  for  boys  and  girls.  By 
Rev.  A.  D.  Rowe,  M.  S.,  Missionary  in 
India.  Philadelphia,  Pa.,  Lutheran  Pub¬ 
lication  Society  42,  N-  9th  Street.  1878. 
This  is  an  elegantly  gotten  up  book  of 
192  pages  with  illustrations  of  houses,  chap¬ 
els,  schools,  and  native  Hindues,  photo¬ 
graphed  in  India  and  engraved  expressly 
for  this  volume.  The  contents  of  the  book 
are  sufficiently  indicated  by  the  title.  The 
style  is  simple  and  clear  and  the  work  is 
calculated  to  interest  young  and  old  on  the 
subject  of  missions  in  India.  We  hope  to 
see  it  extensively  introduced  into  Sunday- 
sc.iool,  and  feel  confident,  it  will  do  good 
in  awakening  a  new  inteiest  in  Foreign 
Missions. 


THE  INTERNATIONAL  COMMENTS. 

This  is  the  name  of  the  Lesson  Leaf  to 
the  Teachers’  Journal. 

It  differs  from  all  other  Lesson  Leaves 
now  in  use  by  its  Explanatory  Notes.  The 
usual  Lesson  Leaf  has  nothing  but  the 
Scripture  Lesson  and  the  questions  ;  conse¬ 
quently  the  scholars  in  our  Sabbath-schools 
have  no  helps  in  studying  the  lesson  or  ans¬ 
wering  the  questions,  while  the  teachers 
have  all  the  helps  in  the  form  of  commen¬ 
taries  and  expositions  of  the  lesson.  This 
is  not  fair,  and  ought  not  so  to  be. 

We  have  tried  to  remedy  this  defect  by 
publishing  a  larger  Lesson  Leaf — twice  the 
usual  size — which  contains  short  Explana¬ 
tory  Notes  on  every  verse  in  the  lesson. 
This  has  been  a  great  help  and  encourage¬ 
ment  to  the  children,  wherever  they  were 
introduced,  and  they  prefer  them  greatly  to 
the  ordinary  Lesson  Leaf. 

Wherever  the  Teachers’  Journal  is  used 
in  a  school,  the  International  Comments 


TLg  Great  Man 


CORNETTO. 

Is  lormed  of  imported  reed.  corrugated  on  both  sides,  and  was  patented  in  this  country  August  14, 1877.  Is 
the  latest  novelty  in  musical  instruments,  upon  which,  any  person  can  readily  perform  in  any  key.  With  it 
you  can  imitate  the  Cornet,  Clarionet,  P.ugle,  or  Trombone.  A  number  of  performers,  taking  different 
parts,  can,  with  but  little  practice,  cred’tably  imitate  a  Full  Brass  Band.  You  can  play  upon  the  Cornetto 
)f  you  cannot  upon  any  other  instrument.  With  Piano  or  Organ  accompaniment,  more  amusement  can  be 
had  by  those  fond  of  music  than  in  any  other  way.  With  this  little  instrument  everybody  can  furnish  their 
own  music.  After  you  have  seen  and  tried  it,  you  would  not  part  with  it  for  $5  if  you  could  not  get  another. 
Every  singing  school ,  church  choir ,  man,  woman,  and  child  in  America  would  have  a  Cornetto  if  they  knew 
of  them,  as  the  price  enables  all  to  possess  one  or  more,  and  there  is  nothing  in  the  world  equal  to  it  for 
developing  the  voice  and  giving  healthy  exercise  to  the  lungs.  That  we  do  not  make  extravagant  claims  forj 
it,  and  to  prevent  the  skeptical  from  c’assin-r  us  with  the  throng’  of  cheats  and  humbugs  who  are  always; 
scheming- to  deceive  the  public,  we  give  a  few  extracts  from  sources  which  none  will  question,  viz.:  Horace 
Waters  &  Sons,  the  Great  Piano  and  Organ  Dealers.  40  East  14th  street,  N.  Y.,  sav:  “  It  is  agTeat  novelty  in 
music,  and  we  should  think  would  become  immensely  popular.”  The  New.  York  Christian  at  Work  says- 
“  We  have  seen  and  tried  the  ‘  Cornetto.’  and  pronounce  it  a  grenuine  musical  novelty,  well  worth  the  price 
asked.”  The  New  York  Advocate,  the  Great  Masonic  Weekly,  says :  The  parties  are  reliable,  and  it  is  a  good 
thing.”  It  is  also  favorably  noticed  by  the  Cindnnatti  Gazette ,  Boston  Traveller,  New  York  Witness,  and; 
many  other  leading  journals.  A  gents  all  over  the  country  should  at  once  look  into  the  merits  of  the  Cor¬ 
netto,  as  millions  of  them  must  be  sold  within  the  next  few  months.  Sent  by  mail,  post-paid,  with  full 
instructions,  on  receipt  of  25c.  Address,  E.  NASON  &  CO.,  Ill  Nassau  Street,  New  York* 


Copyrighted  by  Royal  Manufacturing  Co.,  1G78. 


Tbo  CU  reliable  Boyal  Manufacturing  Co.  of  zzs  and  s:o 

Bro„u\v„/,  N  ew  Y'ork  City,  have  determined  to  introduce  ::ood.; 

oftiisir  manufacture  in  every  City  and  Hamlet  id  tbo  United 
States  and  Canadae.  To  do  this,  we  have  concluded  to  presen’ 
to  each  lady  reader  of  the 


Teachers’ 


Journal, 


AN  EJLPGANT  PUB®  GQZD  TZZIMBZZl 
AND  TELPIIADINZ  CGALBINZD. 

Our  regular  retail  price  for  this  Thimble  and  Threader  i3 
and  you  will  lind  by  enquiry  any  J cvclcr  will  charge  yen  7.C  i  r 
$8.00  1.  r  the  same  goods.  With  each  thimble  we  send  our  ;  a- 
tented  Needle  Threader, 

TEE  HOST  USEFUL  ARTICLE  EVES  U-TVEITTED, 

AndnoLAD:r"''Nvcr.s  e.'.ltxt  e~c~d  ed  Yrnu- 
Cot  it.  \7eprcT£yr.;l  Charges  .ad  securely  pack 

the  Third  'o  a:  d  1  cch  'e  'ihrcadsr  in  rn  LLL 

GANT  VELVET  LINED  TFII7.IBLE  BOX. 

t  Cut  the  attacked  Gertitieate 

IT  COST3  YC7  ITQTEHTCr  and  will  procure  yon  r 

THIM2LE  WORTH  $3.CO 


HGYAL  MA27UYA  C  TURLY G  CO. 

tetitat*  Will  not  he  received  hy 
in  payment  for  our  $3.00  thimble  after  May 
Is*  9 

On  receipt  of  this  Certificate,  together  with  Sixty  five 
cents  i:i  Currency ,  Silver  or  Postage  Stamps  to  pay  f:r 
n;.C0,  use  agree  to  forward  all  charges  prepaid, 
one  of  our  fva  dcllap  p':.:c  g'd  fitedUcs  aid  lfccdlo 
threader  combined,  with  your  name  elrgasily  engraved  c:i 

_  the  Thimble;  the  thimlle  and  threader  to  he  securely 

packed  in  our  velvet  lined  Tbinblo  bcz.  In  ordering  give  number  of  thimble  desired 
as  shown  on  numbered  circles  below. 


238 D roadway,  Nciv  York. 


Tie  will  only  send  out  a  limited  number  of  Thimbles  and  Threaders  as  above 
agreed,  and  t >  avail  yourself  of  our  oTcr,  all  orders  HuCt  to  aCCGZXD&ilicd  by  the 
.bo vo  Certificate,  that  we  may  know  you  are  entitled  to  it.  Wo  have  taken  this 
.  ibcral  manner  of  introducing  an  article  of  our  manufacture,  well  knowing,  by  your 
al.ng  t  .rcct  with  us,  we  will  secure  your  future  orders  for  other  goods.  Wc 
uarar.tce  satisfaction  in  our  dealing  v.  hh  each  and  every  person,  and  trust  our 
efforts  to  please  will  be  appreciated.  Remember,  tho  above  Certificate  will  be  re¬ 
ceived  for  CIO  Tbimblo  only.  Where  persons  club  together  and  order  Six  Gold 
fhimblcs  an  l  Threaders  at  one  time,  v.  o  will  make  a  Special  discount  from  our 
retail  price  cf  S3 1-3  percent;  thus  lumishing  six  Geld  Thimbles  and  Threaders 
with  full  name  engraved,  and  each  packed  in  an  elegantly  lined  thimble  box  as 
shown  in  cut  above,  for  $20.00.  Catalogues  of  our  goods  are  sent  free  with  all  our 
shipments. 

•67“  Write  your  name  PLAINLY  that  we  may  make  no  errors  in  engraving. 

•3"  When  you  order,  give  us  full  instructions  how  you  wish  your  name  engraved. 

we  engrave  namo  in  full,  initials,  or  Christian  name,  as  desired. 


Address, 


ROYAL  MANUFACTURING  CO., 

253  fc  2S0  Broadway,  New  York. 


— 


